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The WHPS Newsletter
FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Dear WHPS Family

Welcome to the start of the 2020 school year. We have enjoyed a fantastic few
days. It has been a joy to see the faces of the children entering the gates, filled
with the excitement of new classes, friends and fun!
We are pleased to welcome our new children, parents and staff to WHPS. I am
confident that you will feel part of the WHPS family very quickly and may your time
here be happy and uplifting. It was good to meet our new parents at the New
Parents’ Evening.
Our children have enjoyed three amazing days, filled with wonderful experiences
including treasure hunts; walks to the Austin Roberts Bird Sanctuary and to watch

Dolittle; swimming; and an amazing reptile show at WHPS – to name but a few!
The week was brought to an end with an exciting Colour Run which was a
highlight for everyone. The Grade 7 boys were privileged to attend a leadership
camp at Hadeda Creek. They enjoyed white water rafting and obstacle courses,
and had a truly memorable experience.
I look forward to seeing the Grade 0 – 7 parents at the Academic Information
Evening on Monday 20 January at 18:00. We will share our vision for the year at this
very important, informative event. It allows time for our family to unite and to
develop parent/teacher relationships which will have a positive effect on the
boys’ learning and growth. Please make every effort to attend.
The theme for 2020 is ‘What a Wonderful World’. Louis Armstrong’s beautiful song
highlights the splendour of our world and inspires each of us to see the beauty
around us. We are filled with awe and wonder at the miracle of each molecule
and atom – in the air, water and soil; in the plants and animals; and in the people
around us and how we treat each other.
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Treating each other well isn’t just for today - the first day back at school, or in the
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new year and the new decade. It means treating people in line with our core
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During the first term we will be focussing on, ‘Stronger Together’. Nature shows us
many examples of success because of greater numbers and teamwork. We are
more effective, more efficient and more successful when we work together as a

team. The combined effect of our ‘group’ or our ‘team’ is more than the sum of
our parts.
So often the best individuals put together in a team don’t work together in unity
and don’t perform to the best of their ability. At times, teams have individuals who
are less talented but have unity, camaraderie, a common purpose, a single
direction - the attitude of playing for each other and working for each other,
rather than for themselves. These groups have proved to be the most successful in
whatever they are involved in - whether it is sport, everyday experiences, or
unexpected occurrences.

Enjoy the term ahead and treasure our beautiful world, while we work together to
make it a better place.

Yours sincerely
Mark Whitelaw / Headmaster

HEADMASTER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to our New Staff
Gift Nkosi – Grade 6 Register Class and Senior Prep Mathematics Teacher
Lee-Anne Visser - Whippets HOD
Barbara Roebuck - House Mother and Catering Manager
Happy Mohasedi - Boarding House Cleaner
Stephinah Mphuthi - Grade 0 Cleaner
Johan Nothnagel - Drum Teacher
Chelsey Whiteman - Grade 000L Intern
Skye Ferreira - Grade 00Z Intern
Mechake Fanelo - Grade 5K Intern
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INVITATIONS
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HABIT #11 - CREATE, IMAGINE & INNOVATE
Rahul Singh said, ‘Together we are stronger, together we are unbroken, together
we can do anything.’ An old day passes and a new day arrives. An old school
year passes and makes way for a new academic year. The important thing,
however, is to make it all meaningful. Make meaningful friends and relationships
and work together towards making every day ... a meaningful day!
The year may bring with it many challenges - a new teacher, for some a new
school, perhaps some unfamiliar faces or a friend from last year who is now in a
different class? We will all need to establish new relationships... teacher-student
relationships; teacher-parent relationships and even new friendship relationships

amongst peers.
The challenges are likely to extend in new academic skills that need to be
developed; boundaries that need to be stretched and interpersonal skills that will
continue to develop as we welcome in each new day.
Our hope is that we will all work together to make each and every day a
meaningful, productive and happy day. May we face the year positively,
respectfully, diligently and determinedly and may we carry all our friendships and

relationships; our work ethic and enhanced academic skills with us in the year that
lies ahead.
Let's capture some magical moments, let's create happy memories and let's
surround ourselves with laughter and friendship as we begin the new decade.
Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head – Academics
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL & 3 DAYS OF AMAZING
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OPEN DAY 2020

Our Open Day will take place on Friday, 21 February 2020. Please share this
information with any friends, colleagues, or family members who may be
interested in WHPS. Attending an Open Day is an opportunity to experience all
aspects of WHPS, and we encourage interested parties to attend.
All current parents are reminded to please submit applications for 2021 as soon as
possible as we will begin with the admissions process for Whippets and Grade 0
2021 during the months of February and March.
Thank you in advance for your support of our Open Day as well as your assistance
in marketing this event via word of mouth and through your personal networks.
Sam Viney / Marketing, Events & Admissions
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