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Dear WHPS Family 

I trust that you have enjoyed a wonderful week, filled with many exciting activities.  

I have enjoyed travelling to various venues to watch some of our boys’ cricket and 

tennis matches. We were treated to a fantastic production by our Grade Fours on 

Tuesday evening. They gave splendid performances on the stage in their show, Ali 

Baba and the Bongo Bandits. Their diction was clear and the humour was certainly 

enjoyed by the audience. Well done to the production team and our Grade Four 

boys.  

On Wednesday evening our second iThemba Lethu discussion was held and I 

thank the parents and staff for their attendance and their insightful comments.  

I was surprised today by the arrival in my office of 82 little Whippets and their 

teachers. These boys and girls brought with them their favourite chocolates, and I 

was presented with a birthday chocolate from every little Whippet – such a spoil! In 

addition to my choccie, I got a big hug from each child. Thank you very much, 

Whippets!  

We changed our format for Open Day this year, with the event being held on         

a Friday. This proved to be a successful occasion. It was wonderful to meet         

prospective parents and I appreciate the work of our staff in arranging the day. 

The music department performed The Crossing, by Johnny Clegg. which was          

thoroughly enjoyed by our visitors. The Grade Seven boys were remarkable, and 

proud, tour guides. Equally important for a successful Open Day is the support from 

our parent body. Thank you for extending the invitation to friends, associates and 

family,  inviting them to visit us on this day to experience how our school functions.  

I feel compelled to draw your attention to a disturbing video that is currently being 

circulated on social media. The video shows young people of various ages          

involved in a very dangerous ‘prank’ which has serious consequences. Children 

instruct their friends to jump in the air and then proceed to kick their feet out from 

underneath them, so they fall when landing on their back and head. This resulted 

in children being badly hurt or in some instances, we are led to believe, it has      

resulted in death.                Continues…. 
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On Monday I addressed the Senior Prep boys about the dangers of pranks. The 

Junior Prep teachers have discussed such matters with their classes. Children can 

sometimes be drawn into pranks without realising the consequences of their    

actions. It is vital that we teach our children to think before they act.  

Social media is often used as a vehicle to circulate horrific material and it is     

imperative that parents monitor the use of their devices. Family discussions are 

important to teach children to act in a responsible manner, with high regard for 

safety. 

The safety of our children is utmost in our thoughts and we continue to teach 

them to be caring and mindful individuals who are able to react in daily          

situations.  

There have been calls for the school to broadcast our disapproval of this          

behaviour, and to show the material. I would remind the parent body that we 

are constantly dealing with various social ills, and the manner in which we deal 

with them will vary. We appreciate being informed of these matters when they 

arise. The way in which we handle them will be in the best interests of the        

children in the school, and in an age-appropriate manner. 

Please feel free to speak directly to your class teachers to voice your concerns, 

and not your class representative. The school will take action in these matters. Of 

this, you can be assured.  

Mark Whitelaw / Headmaster 
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WHIPPETS MOBILE ZOO 
The Whippets department had some interesting guests visiting them on Friday the 

14th of February. These were no ordinary guests, some were adorable, some were 

hairy and some were very scary! 
 

On the guest list was Mr. Hedgehog, Mrs. Tarantula, Mr. Chinchilla, Sam Snake and 

Polly Parrot to name but a few. 
 

The Mobile Zoo educated and certainly entertained our Whippets with these     

extraordinary animals. The boys and girls listened attentively, touched some of the 

animals and energetically took part in the discussions. This was a delightful way to 

celebrate Friendship Day at the Whippets  
 

Lee-Anne Visser / HOD Whippets 



GRADE 7’S VISIT JACARANDA 

HAVEN & JAFFA OLD AGE HOME 
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Dear Grade 7 Leaders 

A special word of thanks I have to say, 

your thoughtful, kind gesture certainly made my day. 

Our days tend to be frenetic - always rushing around 

Yet you searched till the perfect gift you found. 

  

I appreciate, as always, you going the extra mile 

Selecting a gift to make someone else smile 

So in their thoughts you will continue to live, 

A memory of love and kindness and your desire to give. 

  

Love, 

Mrs Theunissen and Mrs Urmann-Smith 

“Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear- 

And the blind can see.” - Mark Twain 

MOM’S VALENTINES’ TEA 
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GRADE 4 PRODUCTION 

“Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits” was 

our Grade 4 play this year. From the 

day they received the script, the boys 

committed and tasked themselves to 

deliver on personal excellence. As 

soon as rehearsals commenced, all 

the actors enjoyed trying out different 

vocal expressions and physical        

interpretations of their characters. 

 

It wasn’t long that our story of “Ali    

Baba and the Bongo Bandits” came 

together. The self-centred Sultan, the 

adventurous Princess, the evil Vizier 

and the greedy bongo and his       

bandits, all set the audience up for an 

entertaining evening. The royal ruby 

gets stolen and it is up to the princess 

and his new friend, Ali to find it. With 

the help of the “Ketchup” genie, the 

two find a way to expose the Viziers’ 

dirty deeds. The shocked servants and 

palace guards decide to send      

Mustapha Widdle, the vizier, down to 

the palace dungeon for a long lie 

down. 

 

It was impressive to see the boys      

deliver their comic lines perfectly and 

show great joy and fun in their         

performance. I would like to thank the 

boys and class teachers for the hard 

work that they put into the wonderful 

show that, “Ali Baba and the Bongo 

Bandits” was.  

Nokuzola Gololo / Dramatic Arts Teacher 
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LUNCH MENU - WEEK 7 

Monday Roast chicken with lemon & thyme served 

with rice, green beans, carrots and build your 

own salad. 

Tuesday Beef cottage pie served with rice. Broccoli 

and cauliflower Au Gratin. Baby marrows 

grilled with sweet chili sauce. Greek salad. 

Dessert: Mini lemon meringue tartlets 

Wednesday Chicken schnitzel with lemon wedges & 

cheese sauce. Roast medley of vegetables. 

Spicy potato wedges. Pasta salad & a           

de-constructed salad 

Thursday Chicken Salsa wings. Roasted potato wedges 

Buttered sweetcorn. Carrots and peas. Build 

your own salad. 

Friday Macaroni Cheese. Grilled Brinjals. Pumpkin, 

butternut, baby potatoes, baby marrows and 

carrots roasted. Greek salad. 

If you would like to sign up for the 

super delicious School Cooked 

Lunch then download a lunch form 

from the D6 Communicator 

 

See D6 > Resources > Lunch Forms &    

Menus (Cooked Lunch) to download a  

Grade 0 School Cooked Lunch Form 

OR  a  

Grade 1—7 School Cooked Lunch Form 

HABIT # 13 - TAKE RESPONSIBLE RISKS 

Responsible risk takers take educated risks, drawing on past knowledge, having a 

well-trained sense of what is appropriate and thinking about consequences. 

However, some children seem reluctant to take risks – instead they hold back 

from games, new learning and new friendships because their fear of failure is far 

greater than their desire for venture or adventure. By holding back from taking 

risks, they miss opportunities. They listen to the mental voice that says, "If you don't 

try it, you won't be wrong," or "If you try it and you are wrong, you will look silly." 

Fear causes them to tune out the other voice that might say, "If you don't try it, 

you will never know." These children are more interested in knowing their answer is 

correct than in being challenged by the process of finding the answer.  
 

At WHPS, we hope that our boys will learn how to take intellectual as well as     

responsible physical risks, and we are providing a supportive environment for     

encouraging safe and appropriate risk taking.  
 

Taking responsible risks means attempting a challenge, giving it a go,                  

volunteering, trying a new activity or approach and learning new things.  

Boys will then experience rewarding, satisfying, exciting and scary emotions. 

 

Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head Academics 

“The only man 

who never makes 

mistakes is the 

man who never 

does anything.” 

 
 - Eleanor Roosevelt 


