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I trust that you have all enjoyed a happy week 

I am thrilled to announce the birth of Shannon Oldnall’s baby. Hannah Faith Oldnall 

was born on 8 March. Congratulations to Shannon, Chris and Lucy.  

We were pleased to host a Cultural Evening on Monday evening and it was        

excellent to see so many participants playing chess and implementing their skills of 

speaking in public. Well done to our boys who participated with such enthusiasm. 

The Grade 4 lads and their dads enjoyed one another’s company on Wednesday 

evening while they relished a delicious Mexican fiesta.  

The senior boys participated on the first exciting round of inter-house cricket this 

week and are eagerly awaiting the next games on Thursday afternoon. 

Rob Neilson, Ryan Sweetlove and Brigitte Theunissen are currently attending the 

International Boys’ Schools Coalition conference in Bloemfontein. We are looking 

forward to their report on the conference which promised to be very informative. 

Today the children have been involved in many Pi Day activities, focussing their   

attention on the relevance of Maths on our daily lives. 

We look forward to a good weekend of cricket fixtures against CBC Boksburg. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

 

Mark Whitelaw / Headmaster  
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HEADMASTER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Coronavirus:  

 Please refer to our latest communication on Coronavirus that 

has been posted on the D6 Communicator.  

 Again we stress the importance of good hygiene and      

washing of hands, which is also applicable to preventing the 

spread of all notifiable / infectious / communicable diseases/

illnesses. Please keep reminding your children about this. 

 Continue to have discussions with your families on the topic, 

keeping people informed. It is vital to treat the situation with 

seriousness, however, to avoid panic.  

 Overseas Travel of WHPS Staff, Parents and Boys 

Please be aware that the school is requesting parents, boys 

and families to self-quarantine if you have returned from a 

country / areas where COVID-19 is spreading.  

 

Self-quarantine is avoiding contact with other people and 

social situations as much as possible. Inform the school and 

your child’s class teacher of your plan of action.  

We request that you follow the protocol: 

1. Monitor any symptoms very carefully 

2. If you have travelled, please be circumspect about your       

attendance at school events 

 Announce that you have travelled 

 Don’t shake hands / hug or embrace pupils or fellow    

parents 

 Sit apart from other people 

3. Parents, staff and pupils who travel during the April            

holidays, may potentially be required to self-quarantine. 

You will be informed further as the situation unfolds.  

 

Self-isolation means staying indoors and completely avoiding 

contact with other people. You may need to do this if you 

have symptoms of coronavirus. This is to stop other people 

from getting it. A doctor will ask you to self-isolate if you have 

coronavirus or they think you may have coronavirus. This 

could be: 

 before  you get tested for coronavirus 

 while you wait for test results 

 if you have had a positive test result for coronavirus 
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ITHEMBA LETHU 

Staff Announcement: 

Kennith Maheso has left the 

employ of WHPS. 

 

Old Boys – Condolences : 

It is with deep sadness that I 

inform you of the tragic 

death of Khethani Oliphant. 

Khethani was a WHPS old 

boy (Grade 7 – 2010). We 

were informed that he was 

killed in a car accident on 

Friday 6 March 2020. We   

extend our condolences to 

his family and friends. Our 

thoughts and prayers are 

with the family.  

HEADMASTER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

https://forms.gle/GtJoKYmW3zJFVqwF6
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Mini Rugby Kit      Rugby Kit             Rugby Kit 

   Grade 0 - 2         Grade 3 - 7                Grade 3 - 7 

Rugby trials will be starting on 30 

March 2020. All parents are             

encouraged to purchase rugby kit as 

soon as possible where necessary. 

We would like to particularly remind 

the Grade 0 and Grade 3 boys who 

will all need the appropriate kit for 

the rugby season. 
 

Rugby kit is also available online for 

the boys just needing a bigger size.  

Click here to shop online.  
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The School Shop does not sell white 

takkies, rugby boots (black with black laces) or 

scrum caps (grey/black) 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 

CULTURAL EVENING - CHESS & PUBLIC SPEAKING 

On Monday, 9 March, WHPS hosted a friendly, interschool cultural evening. It was 

wonderful to see how many pupils are not only willing, but eager to represent 

their school, improve their chess and public speaking abilities and to just have 

some plain old fun! 

Seven schools came to WHPS to participate in this event. The schools who        

participated were: WHPS, St. Mary’s DSG, Copperleaf College, Midstream        

College, Hatfield Christian School, Southdowns College and Cornwall Hill College. 

The chess matches took place in the RLLC and the Public Speaking took place in 

classrooms in the Jonty Macmillan block. 

The public speaking participants had to work extremely hard by firstly, preparing 

a speech and then learning it so that they can present it to the best of their     

abilities. It is always nerve-wracking to stand in front of an audience and to deliver 

a speech! All the participants spoke well and they enjoyed the event. It was the 

first time that our Grade Fours participated and they did us proud.  

The chess players have trained hard and they all love to play the game. We 

played many matches. We won some, lost some and drew some, but most       

importantly, we had fun. 

Thank you Mrs. Kleefstra, Mrs. Urmann-Smith, the adjudicators and the teachers 

who helped make this event possible. This was an unforgettable evening. 
 

Sohail Naidoo / Grade 6 L 

https://whpsschool.com/shop/
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SWIMMING 
Last week was a busy week for our 

swimmers, as we had 3 Inter-primary 

galas and our annual Inter-house gala.  
 

On Tuesday our B team swam in the B 

league gala against 5 A teams and 

performed exceptionally well placing 

4th  out of 6 in the boy’s section. 
 

Our A team swam in the A league gala 

on Wednesday and placed 1st  overall 

out of  8 teams, a fantast ic          

achievement from all the A team  

swimmers.  
 

On Thursday we had our annual              

Inter-house gala, which is always a 

highlight in the sporting calendar. The 4 

houses showed tremendous spirit as 

they cheered their fellow house mates 

on. Congratulations to Carter for being 

crowned the Inter-house swimming 

Champions for 2020.  
 

Our C Team gala participated in the C 

League gala on Friday and were place 

2nd overall out of 8 in the boys section 

and were the only C team                 

participating as the rest were A and B 

teams.  
 

Well done to all our swimmers on a  

fantastic week of swimming. A big 

thank you to all our swimming staff for 

all their efforts in organising, supporting 

and encouraging us to do our best.  
 

A special thanks to coach Olivia for all 

her hard work, ensuring that we were 

properly prepared for the galas. Our A 

and B teams look forward to           

competing in the Prestige Gala on the 

27th of March.  

Garth Turvey / Deputy Head Extra Murals 



7 

TENNIS 

The 2020 tennis season got off to a great start this term.  All our teams had the 

opportunity to play against a variety of Pretoria schools and the boys improved 

their skills and fitness with every match. 

Tennis is an amazing sport and it is great to see that more and more boys are 

starting to play each year. Tennis is not as easy as it looks and through the      

season boys are taught all the basic skills and how to score the matches (in both 

English and Afrikaans).  

They learn the correct etiquette and good sportsmanship, and they interact with 

boys from a variety of backgrounds in a friendly but competitive environment.   

Thanks to our great coaches and a committed group of boys, it is really great to 

see that tennis is a growing sport at WHPS, especially in the younger grades and I 

would like to encourage more boys to give it a try. 
 

Alastair de Kock / Tennis Captain 

INTER-HOUSE CRICKET - ROUND 1 



8 8 

HABIT # 6 - STIVE FOR ACCURACY 

LUNCH MENU - WEEK 10 

Monday 

Chicken Cordon Bleu stuffed with Beef Pastrami and 

cheese. Rice, minted peas and carrot rounds sautéed 

in butter. Italian salad with mozzarella cubes. 

Tuesday 

Grilled pork chops with BBQ sauce. Mashed potato 

Stir fried Sweetcorn. Broccoli and cauliflower au gratin 

Dessert: Iced ring doughnut 

Wednesday 

Beef lasagne or vegetarian lasagne. Green beans 

with toasted almonds. Spiced mashed pumpkin. 

Greek salad. 

Thursday 

Roast Chicken thighs with lemon and thyme served 

with savoury rice with chopped peppers and spring 

onions. Coleslaw. Bowls of lettuce, tomato, cucumber, 

onion rings, olives, green pepper. 

Friday 
Beef burgers with relish. Potato salad.  

Coleslaw and Greek salad 

If you would like to sign up for the 

super delicious School Cooked 

Lunch then download a lunch form 

from the D6 Communicator 

 

See D6 > Resources > Lunch Forms &    

Menus (Cooked Lunch) to download a  

Grade 0 School Cooked Lunch Form 

OR  a  

Grade 1—7 School Cooked Lunch Form 

If you really want to thrive at something, it requires more than being talented. It   

requires grit, perseverance, passion and work ethic. It requires that you take the  

talent that you were born with and put in the work to develop it. The researcher, 

Angela Duckworth, wrote in her book Grit, that 80% of success relies on passion and 

perseverance. 20% can be owed to talent. 

 

Our young boys need to know this. What we need to do, is to teach our boys in a 

way that talent isn’t the only thing required to succeed in school. Being smart 

should not be the only thing that makes you successful in the classroom. Yes, it’s  

important, but that being the only determining factor if a student is successful or 

not is not accurate to the actual world in which we live. 

 

One of the Habits vital for success is striving for accuracy. We need to make sure 

that our boys know this and work to develop this habit. They need to read the     

instructions, check their work, ask questions, complete corrections, underline and 

highlight relevant information. The extra effort will pay off and soon striving for      

accuracy will be done out of intrinsic motivation… but until that point, it is up to the 

adults in their lives to create an atmosphere that encourages the habit we are 

seeking to instil. 

 

Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head Academics 


