Spring Term
Term 3, Issue 12

The WHPS Newsletter
FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Dear WHPS Family

I hope that you have had a wonderful week, we certainly have enjoyed the
festive spirit. The Grade 0 boys were superb in their Nativity Play - Christmas in
South Africa. I felt that they really set the tone for the rest of the week.
The Carol Services which took place on Wednesday were filled with beautiful
and joyful singing. We were reminded about the true meaning of Christmas,
which inspired us to be good to our fellow man and promote peace amoung
us. Thank you to the parents who joined us at these two special services.

Congratulations to the Grade 7 boys on a very successful International Day
which was enjoyed by boys and staff alike.
Have an enjoyable weekend.
Mark Whitelaw / Headmaster
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WHPS FAMILY - FILL A BAG

St Francis of Assisi Anglican Church

“For it is in giving
that we receive”

Diocese of Pretoria
Anglican Church of Southern Africa

― St Francis of Assisi

27 November 2019

To the entire WHPS family,
Each year you are asked to please support the Fill-A-Bag project which we at St
Francis have been a part of for decades. You are each asked to buy one or
more of the ten items which make up a bag. These items are collected and on a
particular day, which so happens to have been last Thursday 21 Nov, a group of
Grade 6 learners take younger learners in hand and the bags are filled.
I was at school last Thursday to watch what was going on. There was a general
air of activity with excited chatter. 110 bags were packed and there was much
left over as well. This will go towards filling bags for the first collection in 2020. For
this I must thank Denise van der Merwe, Matron at WHPS.
We at St Francis give Tumelong Mission 80 bags per month collected bi-monthly
by Lucas Mohajane. The 40 bags go to families in Shoshanguve and the
Winterveld. These families can be anything from 2 adults and 1 child to 2 adults
and many more children. The need out there is vast and these bags go a small
way in alleviating the plight of the poorest in our society. Tumelong Mission is the
Social and Development arm of the Anglican Diocese of Pretoria. It has been in
operation since the early 1930’s in one form or another.
I would like to thank you all for the tremendous support you give us at St Francis.
Your support, especially at this time of the year, when everything shuts down and
we all go on a well earned holiday, is gratefully received, by me and by the
families we feed. I must single out Kerry Shaw for coordinating the packing of the
bags, Rob Neilson for his organisation and the Parents Association for funding the
powdered milk, which is the most expensive item on the list. Thank you very
much.
May I wish you all a blessed and safe Christmas with your loved ones, and all the
best for a prosperous and peaceful 2020.
Kind regards
Diana Higgs / Friends of Tumelong Rep for St Francis of Assisi Anglican Church, Waterkloof
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WHPS FAMILY - SANTA SHOEBOX
The Santa Shoebox Project is another way in which you all support us at St
Francis. Once again in 2019, you took on this project with glad hearts and I am
told got fully involved in choosing well for the young people whose names you
were given. And once the box was full each was beautifully wrapped,
decorated and labelled. Thank you so much for the time and effort it took you to
complete your box/es.
For many years now St Francis has hosted a Christmas party for children at the
Bishop Jo Seoka Skills Centre in Ga-Rankuwa. This ECD centre is attached to St
Peter’s Anglican Church in Ga-Rankuwa. Bishop Jo Seoka was Bishop of the
Anglican Diocese of Pretoria from 1998 – 2015.
Four years ago this project between the school and St Francis took root. Not only
does it include supporting the children with Christmas gifts, which this year
totaled 132, but includes a class of Grade 6 learners spending some hours each
year interacting with the children at the centre on party day. The Christmas party
was last Friday 22 Nov. The children range in age between 18 months and 13
years. Santa this year was Travis Flude with Eddison Ntuli calling out the names
ably assisted by two Grade 6 learners. The children at the centre entertain us
with items of song and dance. This year we also had some of the WHPS boys
singing Christmas carols as their concert item. A fun filled few hours making a
small difference in the lives of children whose circumstances are vastly different
to our own.
At present there are 82 children at the centre who received gifts from you. The
other 50 shoeboxes have gone to children in churches that fall under the
Archdeaconry of Pretoria East. Children who would otherwise have received
nothing this Christmas.
I am so grateful to be a part of this dynamic school and witness how the boys
get fully involved in their outreach projects.
Many thanks once again for your participation in this project. Special thanks to
Stephanie Georgiadis for spearheading this project and Mr Rob Neilson for his
support.
Diana Higgs / Friends of Tumelong Representative at St Francis
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LEADERSHIP TEA
Leadership programmes teach important life skills, such as introspection, cultural
sensitivity, people skills and decision-making.
Today's students are graduating into a world that is much riskier than the one we
knew. They will have multiple jobs and even multiple careers during their lifetimes.
Many will work for small firms, and a growing percentage will be consultants and
freelancers for most of their working lives.
In short, they will need to be equipped to CREATE their own opportunities. They
need the skills, knowledge, and qualities that the WHPS Leadership Programme
cultivates: self-reliance, social and cultural capital, appreciation for lifelong
learning, creativity, conflict-resolution, team-building skills and more.
Leadership development begins when the boys are in the junior grades. They are
encouraged to develop important skills which are underpinned by the six core
values. The 16 Habits of Mind are an identified set of 16 problem solving, life
related skills, necessary to effectively operate in society and promote strategic
reasoning, insightfulness, perseverance, creativity and craftsmanship. The
understanding and application of these 16 Habits of Mind serve to provide the
boys with skills to work through real life situations that equip them to respond
using awareness, thought, and intentional strategy in order to gain a positive
outcome.
The Leadership Tea hosted by the Headmaster, Mr Mark Whitelaw, recognises the
important growth by each boy during his Grade 7 year on a leadership front. It is
an opportunity for the boys and staff to mingle and to look back on the many
wonderful opportunities that have allowed them to develop into the leaders of
the future.
Leaders aren’t born they are made. And they are made just like anything else,
through hard work. And that’s the price we’ll have to pay to achieve that goal,
or any goal. – Vince Lombardi

“Leaders aren’t born
they are made. And
they are made just
like anything else,
through hard work.
And that’s the price
we’ll have to pay to
achieve that goal, or
any goal.”
– Vince Lombardi

Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head - Academics

5

GRADE 0 NATIVITY PLAY - CHRISTMAS IN SOUTH AFRICA
This year’s ‘Christmas in South Africa’ can simply be described as, one of the best
Nativity plays produced at WHPS. This play was developed with easy flexible
staging, fast-paced action and a world of fantasy and intrigue.
The boys transported us on the journey of Mary and Joseph experiencing the
miracle of the birth of Christ, Jesus. Along with a Simon and the little donkey
travelling to Bethlehem to find the baby’s mother. On their journey, they get lost
and find themselves meeting interesting characters; street vendors, miners,
angels, farmers, innkeepers, Zulu kings, drummers and gift bearers who help them
along the way. They finally get there to find that the baby has been born and
through their adventure have leant important lessons.
The time of Christmas is about loving and less about things, and the feeling that
sharing and giving brings. This was a super production, with an excellent script
and songs. The children thoroughly enjoyed their parts and it was so well received
by our parents and families.
Nokuzola Gololo / Dramatic Arts Teacher

6

LEAVERS’ DINNER
The Class of 2019’s Prep School years seem to have
passed in a flurry of activities: functions attended,
marks attained, extra-curricular activities, social
events and lessons learned. It is hard to believe that
in 2020 the Grade 7’s will be Grade 8’s facing new
horizons and challenges.
The Grade 7 boys were given the opportunity at their
Leavers’ Dinner to express their gratitude for the
wonderful people to whom they were exposed. They
were privileged to have attended this school. WHPS
offers a world class education - of that we have no
doubt. As they make a relatively smooth transition
into life beyond prep school, I am sure that the fine

education that they received will stand them in
good stead - time and again.
On this special evening, with the theme of Magic
and Miracles, they took a moment to reflect on
everything that they have achieved. They took a
moment to look back and to see and appreciate
just how far they have all come. It was an
opportunity to acknowledge their accomplishments.
My thanks and fondest best wishes go with you one
and all.
Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head- Academics
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GRADE 7 OUTING TO CRADLE OF MANKIND
The Grade Seven boys, Mr Sweetlove and I embarked on our much awaited
journey to The Cradle of Humankind, on Tuesday, 26 November. We arrived at
the Maropeng Visitor Centre which is an award-winning, world-class exhibition,
focusing on the development of humans and our ancestors over the past few
million years. We saw fossils, learnt about how humankind was born, viewed stone
tools that are up to one million years old, and much more. The self-guided,
boat-tour and the interactive-hub allowed us time to explore and ponder
humanity’s fascinating origin story.
After our Museum visit, we hopped onto our bus for a short 10km trip to the
Sterkfontein Caves. We were divided into two groups, and donning our beautiful
hair-nets and orange helmets, we descended into the dark depths of The Caves.
From: stalagmites to stalactites, flowstones to pillars; cave-diving to archeological
digs, dolomite to chert; Little Foot to Mrs Ples, our boys learnt all about the
Sterkfontein caves, thanks to our exceptionally knowledgeable and outgoing
tour guides.
We are – now – all the wiser for this excursion.
Thea Urmann-Smith / Grade 7 Teacher
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WHIPPETS PUPPET SHOW - THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
The Whippets children followed a star with two mice, Bubble and Squeak to the
Starlight Theatre. They were then taken on a magical Christmas journey.
They explored Winter Wonderland – where they visited and experienced a winter
Christmas. The final scene of the puppet show was in Bethlehem, celebrating the
birth of Jesus. The message of the performance was that we should share our
love by caring for each other. The children were captivated by the variety of
beautiful puppets. They were also given the opportunity to take part in the
storyline. The show was a magical way of sharing the true meaning of Christmas.
Debbie Hinton / HOD Pre-Prep

WHPS HOLIDAY CLUB
We will be holding our Holiday Club during the Christmas school holidays in the
Grade 0 Centre. There will be lots of fun activities which will include indoor and
outdoor games; food making activities; arts and crafts with a Christmas theme;
bicycle riding and swimming in the small pool.
Date: Monday 9 December – Wednesday 18 December 2019
Time: 07:30 – 16:00
Cost: R170.00 per day.

Nicola Branch

Pat Henson

076 421 6958

083 409 4197

nicolab@whps.co.za
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JUNIOR CAROL SERVICE
The Junior Carol service this week was much enjoyed by all. Congratulations to
the Junior Orchestra for their beautiful playing and for sharing the magic of this
wonderful time of the year. The Junior Choir sang their rendition of ‘Peace on
earth’ like angels before reminding us in the words of Albert Hammond that
everybody around the world, wherever you may be, don’t forget the love under
the Christmas tree as we wrap up 2019. Thank you to all who assisted in the
preparation of this special event.
Liza van der Westhuizen / Class Music Teacher

SENIOR CAROL SERVICE
Beautiful hymns and Christmas Carols could be heard from the Waterkloof House
Theatre on Wednesday night. The orchestra accompanied the service with
outstanding musicianship and the Keynote Singers sang beautifully. Thank you to
all of the parents who joined us on this very special evening.
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SPORTS NEWS
Inter-house Tennis: On Saturday the 23rd of Nov,
the senior tennis boys took part in the Annual Inter
House Tennis Champs. The tennis on display was of
a high calibre and fantastic to watch, with the
boys playing beautiful drop shots as well as brilliant
winners being hit, cross-court as well as down the
line.

stepped up to the crease with determination and
chased down the target with 3 overs to spare
having lost only 3 wickets, making light work of the
large total they were set.

The winning house is determined by the combined
results of the A and the B teams. With both teams
needing to perform well on the day, makes for
some interesting scenarios. As one team drops
point, the other may be able to make up for it,
creating a team like comradery in a sport
generally played in a singles format.

Keegan Holmwood / Assistant Head of Sport

Congratulations must go to the Ruddell teams as
they dropped a single game between both the
teams, which place them at the top of the log.
Well done to the boys in blue, and thank you to all
that were involved on the day.
Keegan Holmwood / Assistant Head of Sport

Inter-house Cricket: This term grade 6 and 7 boys
came together for the annual Inter-house cricket
tournament. This year saw the introduction of the
“power play” overs, these overs being the first and
last overs of the innings. This created some exciting
cricket as the batsmen were rewarded
handsomely if they were able to hit big from the
first ball of the game. The games were exciting and
were played with great intensity, similar to that of a
World Cup final.

Well done to all the boys that participated, and
congratulations to the MacRobert boys on their
achievement.

Mini Cricket Term 3: The mini cricket in Term 3 is a
short but intense season. The boys develop
throughout the year and it is hard to believe they
are the same boys we had for mini cricket in Term
1. They are bigger, stronger and much more
confident in their own abilities.
While the Grade 0 boys worked tirelessly on the
basics of the game in the nets, focusing on their
footwork, bowling actions and catching
techniques, the Grade 1 and Grade 2 boys
focussed on their skills development as well as their
understanding of the game and match situations.
The boys worked extremely hard and must be
commended on their work ethic throughout the
season. With much anticipation in the latter part of
the season, the Grade 2 boys switched to hard ball
cricket, which is the next step in their young
cricketing careers. There is much talent on offer
and I am excited about the future of WHPS cricket.

The games were hotly contested as one of the
more nail biting games between Carter and
MacRobert went down to the last ball of the
game. With MacRobert managing to run through
for a single to win by 3 wickets.

It would be remiss of me not to thank the
dedicated parents who made the time and effort
to attend these early morning sessions over the
course of the season. The commitment you have
for your son’s development and to WHPS is
certainly appreciated by us. Your support is
unquestionably felt by your son’s and our
wonderful school.

With 3 teams able to win the tournament going
into the last round of fixtures, the afternoon was
poised for some scintillating cricket. With Ruddell
having an outside chance of taking the title, they
managed to score more than 250 runs, setting
MacRobert a formidable total. MacRobert

To the parent coaches and staff who have given
generously of their time, thank you! Many early
mornings setting up, getting organised so that the
boys are able to enjoy the morning takes a huge
amount of planning and effort. Thank you to all the
staff your support and guidance.
Ross Wolfaardt / Head of Junior Sport
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UNIFORM SHOP - IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Uniform Shop Operating Hours - 2019
The School Shop will close daily operating hours on Tuesday, 3 December 2019.
The Shop will be open for appointments on Thursday, 5 December 2019. Please
click here to make an appointment.
Uniform Shop Operating Hours - 2020
The School Shop will be open for appointments on 7 - 10 January 2020. Please
click here to make an appointment.
The Shop will open on 13 - 14 January 2020, 14:00 - 15: 00 for walk in customers.

Daily operating hours will commence on 15 January 2020.
Grade 3 - Uniform requirements for 2020
In Grade 3 boys are required to have a blazer as part of their uniform. All current
Grade 2 boys are reminded to please purchase a blazer before Term 1 2020
begins.
For sport codes, boys will need a Wide Brim Cricket hat for the First Term and a
practice and a match rugby jersey for Term 2.
Please do not leave this to the last minute.
Second Hand
A friendly request to parents, especially Grade 7 parents, to please bring in
uniform items for resale or donation as soon as possible. We would like as many
items as possible available for resale in time for the new school year.

LUNCH MENU - WEEK 13
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Monday

Tuesday

Sausage Fusilli Pasta with
Sundried Tomato & Balsamic
Vinegar. Served with Creamy
Julienne Veggie Salad, Green
Salad and Parmesan Cheese

Grilled Chicken Breast Prego Rolls
served with a variety of Topping
& Sauces and Potato Salad
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