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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 

Dear WHPS Family 

As we come to the end of a wonderful year we are filled with appreciation for 

the many blessings we have received. I wish you a peaceful and happy        

holiday.  May our Christian families have a blessed Christmas, and all our      

families a peaceful and restful December time! May the Christmas season fill 

your home with joy, your heart with love and your life with laughter. Warmest 

thoughts and best wishes for a wonderful 2020. 

 

I include my report which was published in the Speech and Prize-Giving        

programme for your perusal. 

 

Headmaster’s Report 2019 

In conjunction with my speech at the Annual Speech Day and Prize-Giving it 

gives me great pleasure to table the Headmaster’s 96th annual report. 

 

The enjoyment of a school year needs to be savoured. I urge you not to rush it 

or wish it away! Make the most of each moment and enjoy the journey.  

 

This year, we have appreciated the motivational theme, ‘Power of Yes’. This 

was well backed up by the termly themes of Challenge Yourself, Discover your 

Passion and Magic and Miracles. This is what WHPS is all about, taking risks, living 

by our values and creating magic with passion and excitement. We are        

creating an environment which develops resilience and perseverance. We  

provide a safe and secure place to explore, experiment and make mistakes, 

rather than providing a smooth road for children who will be faced with         

adversity in the ‘real world’ in the future.  

 

Once again, I write this report in recognition and appreciation of the boys, staff 

and parents of our special school, WHPS. 
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Our unity is in our diversity; we continue to be a 

transforming society and our school must, and does, 

play a pivotal role in this transformation. Whilst our 

boys, parents and staff are in an environment of 

equal standing and enjoy the trust and fellowship of 

being part of WHPS, we must continue to strive to 

bring about change in our society. Our school has a 

healthy respect for all, and we embrace all that is 

good in our country. However, extensive work is    

required from us, as South Africans, to prepare for a 

prosperous and successful future. This will only be 

achieved if we communicate with one another in 

an open and sincere manner. The slogan # Stronger 

Together speaks volumes to any South African who 

really wants a better, transformed society. In 2020 

we will be hosting discussion workshops for the pupils 

in Grade Six and Seven on four major challenges 

facing our boys in society: 

1. Hurtful behavior 

2. Diversity and Transformation 

3. Social Media  

4. Gender Equality 

 

These workshops will take place during school times 

and will form part of the Life Skills programme of our 

school. The Committee will be comprised of Ryan 

Sweetlove – Deputy Head Pupil Affairs, Penny Wiele - 

School Counsellor, Gugulethu Mhlanga - Junior Prep 

Representative, Ayanda Zaca - Parent Representa-

tive and Mark Whitelaw -  Headmaster. 

 

A second aspect to this will be our Parent Discussion 

Forum (PDF), which will be timetabled in the school 

calendar in early mornings and early evenings. The 

staff sessions will continue to be included during staff 

development and they will be invited to the Parent 

Discussion Forum. 

 

We need to listen to our fellow citizens, hear how 

each one feels and we will be required to be       

courageous in accepting our faults. We will also 

need to be humbled by the willingness of people to 

forgive, and be grateful for the reconciliation that is 

taking place. We are filled with unconscious bias 

and prejudice. The acknowledgement of this is only 

a starting point, and we must be resolute in the     

important task of taking our entire family with us into 

a truly transformed society. It is our responsibility to 

leave our school, our country and our world, a     

better place! 

 

The governance of WHPS is well cared for, by the 

Council of the school. The members of Council    

provide extensive guidance and advice, and I      

express my deep and heartfelt thanks to each 

Councillor for their contribution. This school is truly 

blessed to have members of the WHPS family who 

are willing to serve in this capacity.  

 

The members of the Council Executive meet    

monthly and I express my gratitude to our Chairman, 

Mr Robin Buckley, for the many hours of enthusiastic 

service that he has given to WHPS and to me. In the 

same vein, my appreciation is extended to Mr Dave 

Sawyer - Vice Chairman; Mr David Chamberlain - 

Chairman of Finance; Mr Rory Richardson - Chair-

man of the Parents’ Association; Mr Andrea Papa-

dopulo - Chairman of the Old Boys’ Association; Mrs 

Susan Rossouw – Bursar; and Mrs Jane Sweetlove - 

Secretary to Council. The collective wisdom and   

intellectual guidance from our Exco and Council is 

gratefully appreciated by the school and by me as 

the headmaster.  

 

Further to this, I wish to thank our sub committees – 

the Family Forum, Bathokwa/WHPS Partnership  

Committee, Finance Committee, the WHPS Trust, 

Parents’ Association and the Old Boys’ Association – 

for their outstanding commitment and service to 

WHPS. 
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The respect that I have for our WHPS staff is            

extensive. Seldom will you find a more dedicated 

group of people. Every decision made is in the best 

interest of the boys. The management team,    

teachers, administrators and support staff do        

everything in their power to promote best practice 

for the children.  

 

Special mention must be made of the management 

team as they tirelessly work towards the betterment 

of education for all WHPSians. I have the privilege of 

working with this impressive group of individuals who 

come together as a unified team:  

 

 Our three excellent HOD’s - Debbie Hinton, Delaille 

Sass and Sean Page;  

 The energetic HOD for IT - Travis Flude;   

 An exceptional Estate Manager - Rob Watson;   

 Our tireless marketing, admissions and events guru - 

Samantha Viney. 

 

The senior management team comprises:  

  

 Rob Neilson - the ‘glue’ of the day to day running of 

our school; 

 Ryan Sweetlove - the ‘heart and soul’ of our          

Emotional Intelligence (EQ) at WHPS;  

 Melanie Dos Santos - who creates the ‘Performing Arts 

Excellence’; 

 Garth Turvey - who is passionate about the boys and 

their sport, and achieving a balance between     

competition and participation; 

 Brigitte Theunissen - who is fiercely loyal, innovative 

and aims for the continued growth and development 

of each child;  

 Susan Rossouw - who adds exceptional value to our 

school with her financial acumen;  

 Jane Sweetlove – who, as my PA, does outstanding 

work for me and the school.  

 

Our relationship with our parents requires mutual   

respect and a desire to work as partners to develop 

young children into ‘future leaders’ of our nation. 

Together we will succeed in educating and growing 

good strong compassionate men of the future. I 

thank you the WHPS parents for your extensive     

support of your school. 

  

As the Grade Seven parents prepare for their sons’ 

high school years, I express our gratitude for their 

support and commitment to their sons’ education. 

The 2019 parent group has achieved a balance   

between wanting the best for their own sons, and 

also being able to celebrate other children’s        

successes. We thank you for your support. 

 

Finally, to the Grade Seven boys - as they prepare to 

leave our school - I thank you for your passion for 

WHPS, for your loyalty and dedication. I encourage 

you to live your life, being the best person you can 

be! It is your passion that I will remember, your desire 

to give of your very best, while embracing our      

philosophy of personal excellence. I wish each and 

every one of you the very best. 

 

Mark Whitelaw / Headmaster 
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GRADE 7 INTERNATIONAL DAY 

On Thursday 28 November, the Grade Sevens took 

part in the annual ‘International Entrepreneurs Day’, 

as part of their Project Term.  

 

The boys worked in groups, representing the     

countries that they had researched for their English 

Project. They prepared their stalls as teams. The 

Grade 1 – 6 boys were the customers on the day, 

and they were also supported by staff and parents.  

 

All boys in the group assisted with the preparation, 

set-up and running of the stall. They were dressed 

appropriately, displaying traditional clothing of the 

country.  

 

They decorated the tables with items relevant to 

the country. The displays included the name of the 

country, a flag; various brochures/posters/pictures, 

along with any items of interest to enhance their 

stall. 

 

Boy became ‘International Entrepreneurs’ and    

prepared traditional food items to sell. At least half 

of the items on sale had be food or beverages, 50% 

of the group’s profits were donated to the Grade 

Seven gift, and the other rest was  divided between 

the group members.  

 

Well done to all the boys for their colourful and     

exciting stalls. Thank you for all your hard work.  

 
Ryan Sweetlove / Deputy Head - Pupil Affairs 
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GRADE 0 VISIT TO GRADE 1 

The little Grade 0 boys were delighted to meet their new teachers for next year! 

Some comments we overheard…”This is almost the best day of my life!”, “Ah, we 

weren’t there for long enough!” and “Well, that was nice!”. Mrs Hargroves and 

Ms Mhlanga made good impressions on the boys and there were all ready to put 

their sparkly sprinkles under their pillows. We wish our boys all the best, for what is 

set to be a wonderful year in Grade 1, and we are grateful that they will be in 

the care of such wonderful and competent teachers!  

Brigette Hamilton / Grade 0 Teacher 

WHIPPETS CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Father Christmas made a surprise visit to Whippets on    

Monday morning. Each child had the opportunity to sit on 

his lap and share their wishes for Christmas. The   Whippets 

children need to be congratulated on their good manners 

whilst chatting to Father Christmas. 

It was a special day that included ice creams and magical 

moments. 

Debbie Hinton / HOP Pre-Prep 
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FINAL ASSEMBLY 

Ladies and gents, this is the moment you've waited for  

Been searching in the dark, your sweat soaking through the floor  

And buried in your bones there's an ache that you can't ignore 

Taking your breath, stealing your mind 

And all that was real is left behind 

 

Don't fight it, it's coming for you, running at ya 

It's only this moment, don't care what comes after 

Your fever dream, can't you see it getting closer 

Just surrender 'cause you feel the feeling taking over 

It's fire, it's freedom, it's flooding open 

It's a preacher in the pulpit and you'll find devotion 

There's something breaking at the brick of every wall, it's holding 

All that you know 

So tell me do you wanna go? 

 

Where it's covered in all the colored lights 

Where the runaways are running the night 

Impossible comes true, it's taking over you 

Oh, this is the greatest show 

We light it up, we won't come down 

And the sun can't stop us now 

Watching it come true, it's taking over you 

Oh, this is the greatest show 

 

Colossal we come these renegades in the ring 

Wthe lost get found in the crown of the circus king 

 

Don't fight it, it's coming for you, running at ya 

It's only this moment, don't care what comes after 

It's blinding, outshining anything that you know 

Just surrender 'cause you're calling and you wanna go 

 

Where it's covered in all the colored lights 

Where the runaways are running the night 

Impossible comes true, intoxicating you 

Oh, this is the greatest show 

We light it up, we won't come down 

And the sun can't stop us now 

Watching it come true, it's taking over you 

Oh, this is the greatest show 

 

It's everything you ever want 

It's everything you ever need 

And it's here right in front of you 

This is where you wanna  

It's everything you ever want 

It's everything you ever need 

And it's here right in front of you 

This is where you wanna be 

This is where you wanna be 

 

When it's covered in all the colored lights 

Where the runaways are running the night 

Impossible comes true, it's taking over you 

Oh, this is the greatest show 

We light it up, we won't come down 

And the sun can't stop us now 

Watching it come true, it's taking over you 

This is the greatest show 

When it's covered in all the colored lights 

Where the runaways are running the night 

Impossible comes true, it's taking over you 

Oh, this is the greatest show 

We light it up, we won't come down 

And the walls can't stop us now 

I'm watching it come true, it's taking over you 

Oh, this is the greatest show 

 

'Cause everything you want is right in front of you 

And you see the impossible is coming true 

And the walls can't stop us now, yeah 

 

This is the greatest show! 
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SENIOR PREP PRIZE-GIVING 



8 

JUNIOR PREP PRIZE-GIVING 

UNIFORM SHOP - IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

Uniform Shop Operating Hours - 2020 

The School Shop will be open for appointments on 7 - 10 January 2020.  Please 

click here to make an appointment. 

 

The Shop will open on 13 - 14 January 2020, 14:00 - 15: 00 for walk in customers.  

Daily operating hours will commence on 15 January 2020. 

 

Grade 3 - Uniform requirements for 2020 

In Grade 3 boys are required to have a blazer as part of their uniform. All current 

Grade 2 boys are reminded to please purchase a blazer before Term 1 2020   

begins.  

For sport codes, boys will need a Wide Brim Cricket hat for the First Term and a 

practice and a match rugby jersey for the Second Term. 

Please do not leave this to the last minute.  

https://whps-school-shop.appointlet.com/b/holiday-bookings


Saturday 30 November saw the age old tradition of Old Boys 

versus the First and Second XI take place. Both school teams 

won the toss and chose to bat first, backing themselves to put 

a big target up for the Old Boys. The two WHPS teams had     

indifferent starts with the Second XI losing a few early wickets, 

while the First XI started with a 50 run partnership for the first 

wicket. 

 

The Second XI had to steady their innings after the initial     

wobble, with Daniel Bouwer doing just that. He bludgeoned a 

quick fire century off not many balls, with the cricket ball     

travelling to all parts of the WHPS estate around POPS field     

including a few sixes landing in Cameron Street. With the      

sizable target the Second XI were confident in creating a      

difficult run chase for the Old Boys team they were up against. 

Lead by a great bowling performance from Alessio Del Mei it 

looked like the Second XI were going to defend their total.    

Unfortunately, the Old Boys managed to get over the line and 

were crowned the victors on the day. 

 

The First XI managed to set a target of 285 in 35 overs. Setting 

the First Old Boys team a run rate over 8 an over to win. Aidan 

van der Westhuizen helped set the pace in the early stages of 

the first innings, as he top scored with 58 off 42 balls. This set the 

stage for an exciting run chase, and it was. With the upper 

hand constantly changing between the teams with some great 

power hitting from Ross Whitelaw to great tight bowling from 

Hendrik Booysen, whom ended with an economy of 5 runs an 

over in an 8 run an over required game. Unfortunately for the 

WHPS boys the Old Boys managed to achieve 285 in the last 

over of the game. With a few more runs on the board, the    

result could have easily gone the other way, but the WHPS boys 

will await the return of the Old Boys in 2020 to reclaim their Old 

Boys day title. 

 

Thank you to all the boys and Old Boys that played, for some 

WHPS boys it was their last game of cricket for WHPS. We wish 

them all the best for their journey’s ahead and hope to see 

them return to the cricket field for the Old Boys. 

 

Keegan Holmwood / Assistant Head of Sport 

9 

OLD BOYS CRICKET DAY 
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HAMILTON HOUSE CHRISTMAS WEEKEND 

The annual Hamilton House Christmas weekend is one which is penciled into the diary many months in       

advance. It is an exciting weekend and one which both the staff and boys thoroughly enjoy. It gives us as a 

boarding house family one last weekend to spend together, sharing old memories and cherishing the time 

we have had together. 

 

The weekend started with a bang with most boys going on the Sun City trip. The boys are always exhausted 

after this trip, so we relaxed and had an early night in preparation for a busy weekend ahead. The boys 

were privileged to enjoy many activities packed into one weekend. These activities included: Movies at      

Brooklyn, Ice-creams, Go-Karting, Bounce, swimming, cricket and many more.  

 

I would like to thank Mr. Flude and Mr. Joubert for giving so selflessly of their time to accompany the boys 

and I on this fun-filled outings. Also a big thank you to Mrs. Weir and the entire Bounce crew for supporting 

Hamilton House so generously over the years. 

 

Have a Merry Christmas and a prosperous new year to all. 

 

Ross Wolfaardt / Head of Hamilton House 

We will be holding our Holiday Club during the Christmas school holidays in the Grade 0 Centre. There will 

be lots of fun activities which will include indoor and  outdoor games; food making activities; arts and crafts 

with a Christmas theme; bicycle riding and swimming in the small pool.  

 

Date: Monday 9 December – Wednesday 18 December 2019  

Time: 07:30 – 16:00  

Cost: R170.00 per day.  

 

 

 

 

 

Nicola Branch    Pat Henson  

076 421 6958     083 409 4197  

nicolab@whps.co.za  

WHPS HOLIDAY CLUB 


