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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Dear WHPS Family
Welcome back to a wonderful Spring Term at
WHPS. It certainly is a joy to return to school and
see the beautiful new growth after the winter
months and the smiling faces of the children.
We look forward to the exciting term ahead.
We have enjoyed hosting the Deputy Heads’
Conference at WHPS this week and we thank the organising committee who have
done an exceptional job of arranging an excellent conference.
The theme of this conference, ‘Peace by Piece’, is reflected in the words of a great
leader in our land, Desmond Tutu, “Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those
little bits of good put together that overwhelm the world.” - I encourage each
person to improve their circle of influence, bit by bit and ‘Peace by Piece’.
We welcomed the Executive Director of ISASA, Lebogang Montjane and Sandy
Sagar, the Director of Membership and Operations to the conference, and thanked
them for their support. Mr Robin Buckley, our Chairman of Council, attended the
opening of the conference and we thank the Council for their support of this event.

I extend my sincere thanks to the WHPS family which includes all our parents, boys
and staff. Our family has not hesitated to be completely supportive of this venture –
an exercise that takes enormous commitment and work. And I am extremely
appreciative of this!
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It is important to recognise our WHPS Deputy Heads’ Conference Organising
Committee, in particular - Brigette Hamilton, Rob Neilson, Brigitte Theunissen, Garth
Turvey and Susan Rossouw. In addition to this committee, I thank Travis Flude for his IT
assistance and Armando Dos Santos from Acoustic Brilliance, for the sound and
lighting. Armando isn’t a staff member but he certainly feels like one! Rob Watson
and his estate staff have worked tirelessly. I would like to thank Jane Sweetlove, my
PA, for her extensive contribution to the conference.
Our committee coordinator is Samantha Viney, and in true ‘Sam-style’ she has been
exceptional in her energy and her enthusiasm for the conference. She has left no
stone unturned as she paid attention to every detail.
...Continued

Headmaster’s Announcement ........ 2
Grade 2 & 3 Science Week.............. 3
Botswana Tour ............................... 4
1st Team Hockey Tour.................... 5
Habit of Mind #11 .......................... 6
St Mary’s DSG 140th…………………...7

DATES TO REMEMBER


26 Sep: Heritage Day Dress-up



5 Oct: Camp Out



19 Oct: WHPS Prawn Braai

Then, the man who volunteered all of us to organise this conference – Ryan
Sweetlove. Ryan had a vision to organise a conference for deputies – by deputies.
He wanted a conference that delegates would enjoy and learn from; a conference
that people would leave - enriched and able to perform their jobs - even better; a
conference that would inspire people to continue making a difference to our
children in South Africa. I thank Ryan for his leadership and I congratulate the
committee for preparing an outstanding conference.

“Do your little
bit of good where
you are; it’s those
little bits of
good put together
that overwhelm
the world.”
- Desmond Tutu

Our music department has started the term on a high note with excellent
performances for the delegates at the conference. The Grade Sevens have started
Project Term and we are anticipating some excellent work from them. We look
forward to the hockey season and our first round of fixtures against Pridwin
tomorrow. Sadly, I will miss these first fixtures as I will be attending the 140 th
celebrations of our sister school, St Mary's DSG. I am pleased to be sharing in some
of the festivities tomorrow and we wish St Mary’s all the best.
The Whippets have bounced back into the new term with energy and plenty of
smiles. The Junior classes have been filled with enthusiastic boys as they have
excitedly shared the tales of their holidays. The Grade 3-6 boys are eager to be
going on their camps this week and we wish them a magical time!
I will be away from school next week as I am going to the Drakensberg to attend
the South African Heads of Independent Schools Association (SAHISA) Conference,
from Sunday 15 September to Thursday 19 September.
Our theme for the term is Magic and Miracles, under the umbrella theme for the
year, the Power of Yes. This is your special moment to create moments of magic - a
time to give of your very best, to enjoy life and to make sure you see the beauty of
the world.
I wish you all a wonderful term, filled with magic and miracles.

Mark Whitelaw / Headmaster

HEADMASTER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
WHPS Staff
Luella Naidoo

Please take
note of the
Headmaster’s
announcements.

Luella Naidoo has taken up a position at Southdowns College as the Head of their
Mathematics Department. Luella will have been at WHPS for 11 years at the end of
2019. We wish her all of the very best in her new chapter.
Lee-Anne Visser
Lee-Anne has been appointed as the new Head of Department for the Whippets Pre
-Prep. Lee-Anne is married to Charl and they have two sons, Ruach and Simon. We
look forward to welcoming her and her family back to WHPS, Lee-Anne has been
previously employed at WHPA as the Drama Teacher.
Shannon Oldnall
We are delighted to announce that Shannon and Chris Oldnall are expecting their
second child in March 2020. We wish Shannon, Chris and Lucy all the best for this
exciting time of their lives.
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GRADE 2 & 3 SCIENCE EXHIBITION
Celebrating Science!

“Science can
amuse and
fascinate us all,
but it is
engineering that
changes the
world.”
- Isaac Asimov, American
writer, professor of
biochemistry
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There was much excitement between
the 5th and 8th of August as the Junior
Primary participated in our annual
Science week. The Grade 2 boys had
the opportunity to construct their
experiments, have fun with their
projects as well as explore and
engage in other interesting ideas. As
part of our integrated learning
programme, the Grade Three boys
successfully exhibited their Science
projects. The selected topics were

based on the theme of Environmental
Engineering and they worked
diligently throughout the term to
complete these projects. Through
collaboration with Design and
Technology and Computer Sciences,
the boys made use of coding rules to
measure soil moisture, made their own
sub-irrigated planters and built solar
panels to demonstrate various aspects
of “farming for the future”.
Angela Colyvas / Grade 3 Teacher

BOTSWANA TOUR 2019
At the crack of dawn on the 8th of August, 18 boys and 3 extremely fortunate
staff members embarked on what was to be an experience of a lifetime. The
much anticipated Botswana Wilderness Tour was underway…
A mere 6 hour drive and we found ourselves at the Platjan border post, this
boundary is what separated us from the immaculate Botswana Wilderness.
Without a hitch we were all through the border and on our way to the first rest
camp. The boys and staff were split into 2 groups, each with their own game
ranger and game vehicle for the duration of their stay.
The boys spent two nights at each rest camp, Mohave, Kgakala and Serolo.
Each equipped with the bare essentials necessary for a bushveld experience.
The boy’s days consisted of a 6am wake up, followed by a light breakfast and a
3 hour game drive. Upon return from the drive the boys sat down to a lovely
brunch under the tall majestic Mashatu trees of each camp. After brunch the
boys played games around the camp, tidied up and chatted about the
mornings experiences. Lunch was then served followed by an informative and
interactive game drive, often stopping to climb off the vehicle and investigate
certain animal spoor, droppings or to start a massive game of dung wars.
The boys had many wonderful sightings which included 2 lionesses on a kill with
7 cubs, a leopard while on a bush walk, brown hyena, a massive male lion,
porcupine, fish eagle, pearl spotted owlet, African wild cat, giant eagle owls ,
many elephant, giraffe, python…and the list goes on.
What a wonderful way to start the August break. Thank you to the parents and
boys for being as enthusiastic about exposing these young men to the African
bush as I am. I would like to extend my thanks to Mr. Flude and Mr. Sweetlove for
their support of this trip.
Ross Wolfaardt / Head of Hamilton House and Junior Sport
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FIRST TEAM HOCKEY TOUR
On the last weekend of the second term, the 1st

The next day we were involved in a triangular

team

to

against Clifton Nottingham Road and Cordwalles.

Pietermaritzburg. We met at WHPS at 5:30 on

In the first game against Notties we dominated

Thursday morning and set off to play our first

possession but were unable to score. Notties took

match against Cowan House. After the long

their opportunities and eventually won 2 – 0. The

journey and it being our first Hockey fixture of the

game of the day was definitely Cordwalles, where

season we were very rusty, but managed to

both teams play a fantastic brand of hockey.

scrape a win and beat Cowan House 2 – 1. We

They game could have gone either way but

returned

unfortunately we lost in the last minute the final

hockey

to

our

squad

went

on

accommodation

tour

where

Mr

Trafford had planned “minute to win it” activities

score 1 – 0 to Cordwalles.

to build team spirit and also just have some fun.
We ended the tour with an exciting trip to Karkloof
The next day we travelled to Ballito to play

Canopy Tours where we zip lined through the

against Ashton, and it was great to see some of

forest at incredible speeds.

the rugby boys we stayed with in Roddean at the
St John’s Rugby Festival again. It was a bitterly

Thanks to the staff, Mr Page, Mr Turvey and Mr

cold day, but fortunately it did not affect our play

Trafford for organizing and going on the trip with

and we managed to win

us. It was a wonderful experience and know this

4 – 0. Due to the cold

weather our trip to Ushaka Marine World was

will help the team in the season that lies ahead.

cancelled so we spent the rest of the day at
bounce and the Spur.

Garth Turvey / Deputy Head Extra Mural
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HABIT 11 - CREATE, IMAGINE AND INNOVATE
All human beings have the capacity to generate novel, original, clever or ingenious products, solutions, and
techniques - if that capacity is developed. Creative human beings try to conceive problem solutions
differently, examining alternative possibilities from many angles. They tend to project themselves into different
roles using analogies, starting with a vision and working backward, imagining they are the objects being
considered. Creative people take risks and frequently push the boundaries of their perceived limits.
They are intrinsically rather than extrinsically motivated, working on the task because of the aesthetic
challenge rather than the material rewards. Creative people are open to criticism. They hold up their
products for others to judge and seek feedback in an ever-increasing effort to refine their technique.
Students, however, are often heard saying, “I can’t draw,” “I was never very good at art,” “I can’t sing a
note,” “I’m not creative”. Some people believe creative humans are just born that way; in their genes and
chromosomes. This is far from the truth. Being creative is something that they must work at, not something
they are born with.
The Outdoor Classroom Day was a wonderful opportunity to see how the boys
were encouraged to use their creative and innovative skills. From the Whippets to

“To think
creatively, we
must be able to
look afresh at
what we normally
take for granted.”
- George Kneller

the Grade 7’s, there were activities designed to develop and encourage this
Habit.
We need to help our children see that there are many ways to generate ideas
and solve problems. Let's help them take risks and push themselves so that they
grow.
Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head - Academics
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ST MARY’S DSG - 140TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
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