Spring Term
Term 3, Issue 2

The WHPS Newsletter
ARBOUR MONTH: THE MIRACLE PLANT
Our theme for the term is, ‘Magic and Miracles’ and the plant we introduced at
WHPS for arbour month is a real South African miracle. The miracle plant is the
Spekboom (Portulacaria Afra). Its other name is ‘elephant bush’, due to its
important place in the diet of elephants. This incredible plant with its bright green,
circular leaves should be planted in every South African garden (and maybe
even every garden around the world). Here’s why:
It improves the quality of the air we breathe and helps fight climate change. It has
the ability to ‘sequester’ or capture four to ten tons of carbon per hectare!
Essentially, it acts as a carbon sponge, absorbing carbon from the atmosphere
and turning it into plant matter. Can a small plant from the Eastern Cape save the
world from global warming?
The Spekboom is proudly South African, water wise, drought resistant and
fireproof. It is suitable for all seasons and weather conditions, easy to grow and
versatile. You can even eat it or use for a variety of medicinal purposes. The
Grade 4’s planted our first six plants in the gardens near their class during the
activity time. Between 11:30 and 12:30 the boys and girls did a variety of exciting
arbour related activities.

The reading related to the arbour assembly was ‘God cares for the flowers’ found
in the gospel of Luke 12:27-28 ‘Look at the lilies and how they grow. They don’t
work or make their clothing, yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as
beautifully as they are’. And if God cares so wonderfully for flowers that are here
today and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Bloom
where you are planted. Be a blessing wherever you are. Water those around you
so that they can grow.
Rob Neilson / Deputy Headmaster
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DATES TO REMEMBER


26 Sep: Heritage Day Dress-up



5 Oct: Camp Out



19 Oct: WHPS Prawn Braai

Bloom where you
are planted,
Shine where you
are sent,
Know that God
will use you here,
Just the way He
meant.
Love where you
are living,
Serve where it's
His will,
Know that God
has plans for you,
Only He can fill.
Grow where you
are going,
Weep when you're
in pain,
Know that God
restores your
soul,
Makes you whole
again.
Pray when you
are breathing,
Laugh when you
exhale,
Know that God is
near you,
Never will he fail.
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HEADMASTER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Heritage Day
At WHPS, we have decided to celebrate Heritage Day on Thursday, 26
September, by dressing according to our cultural heritage. We would like to

encourage all children, from Grade 000 – Grade 7, to come to school,
dressed in their outfit of choice. Please try to be culturally original and
inventive with your outfit, however, please do not go out and buy clothes or
spend a lot of money on them.

Bok Friday
To get in the spirit of the Rugby World Cup, Boys will be allowed to wear their
Springbok Jerseys on Fridays for the duration of the World Cup. They can
wear any type of pants they would like.

Achievements

Cherish all the
memories,
Every day a
brand new start,
Know that God
has placed you
Forever in his
heart.

A few of our WHPS boys played in the NJSA squash tournament recently. As it

Adapted from the
poem, ‘Bloom where
you are planted’.

is the beginning of the season the boys played in the age group they will
play for in 2020 and they played exceptionally well and held their own. Some
of our boys played against boys two years older!

Results:
Patrick Weir

U/16A section

3rd

Carl du Preez

U/14A section

2nd

Panagioti Apostolides

U/13B section

4th

Benjamin Southwood

U/13C section

3rd

Milan Raffa

U/11A section

1st

GRADE 7 OUTING TO LILLIESLEAF FARM
Tucked away in the leafy suburbs, it is

guides, we were enthralled from the

difficult to get one’s mind around the

minute we arrived. Their archives of

fact that Liliesleaf was once a 64 acre

preserved historical material helped

farm, far removed from the hustle and

the boys consolidate their History

bustle

in

lessons in Term Two, as well as provide

Johannesburg. On 11 July 1963, six of

even more information about the

the Rivonia trialists were detained

Rivonia trialists and their plight at that

(later arrested and tried) for plotting to

time. Liliesleaf is a site that leaves one

overthrow the apartheid government.

thinking about our past, a place that

What an adventure the Grade Seven

leaves us with a lingering hope for our

boys had, accompanied by Thea

divine country, especially during trying

Urmann- Smith, Cynthia Motlogeloa

times. It is a place that every South

and Matthew Joubert! Through the

African should visit.

of

innovative

everyday

learning

life

environment

created by the venue, and our highly
entertaining and knowledgeable tour
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Thea Urmann-Smith / Grade 7 Teacher

GRADE 3 CAMP TO BUSHTRAILS
Tears and Cheers was the name of the game, as our brave boys embarked on their first camp
experience! We were greeted at Bushtrails with a friendly Lizz and several big dogs. The Grade Three boys
faced their fears and embraced all that Bushtrails had to offer. The Tarzan Swing, challenging obstacle
course as well as the evening camp fire were some of the highlights of our stay. This was certainly an
experience that captured many “miracle” moments and created lasting “magical” memories. A big
thank you to Bushtrails for accommodating us and to all the teachers who accompanied our boys.
Angela Colyvas / Grade 3 Teacher
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HABIT #13 - TAKE RESPONSIBLE RISKS
Responsible risk takers take educated risks, drawing on past knowledge, having
a well-trained sense of what is appropriate and thinking about consequences.
However, some of our boys seem reluctant to take risks – instead they hold back
from games, new learning and new friendships because their fear of failure is far
greater than their desire for venture or adventure. By holding back from taking

“Do your thing!
Be Courageous!
Venture out!
Be Free-spirited!
Be Daring!
Just Do It!”

risks, they miss opportunities. They listen to the mental voice that says, "If you
don't try it, you won't be wrong," or "If you try it and you are wrong, you will look
silly." Fear causes them to tune out the other voice that might say, "If you don't try
it, you will never know." These boys are more interested in knowing their answer is
correct than in being challenged by the process of finding the answer.
Camp Week is going provides a wonderful opportunity for boys to take some
responsible risks. We hope that our boys will learn how to take intellectual as well
as responsible physical risks, and we are providing a supportive environment for
encouraging safe and appropriate risk taking.
Common language for this habit includes: do your thing, courageous, venture,
free-spirited, unconventional, daring, new pathways and just do it.
May we all be courageous and daring this week!
Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head – Academics

TENNIS - SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIPS
The third term sees the Tennis Singles Championship take place, with the open
tennis team boys, as well as several tennis loving boys, placing their name in the
draw in order to be crowned the tennis champion of 2019. The championship is a
straight knock-out format with the eventual champion needing 5 wins in a row in
order to have their name engraved on the Singles Championship trophy for 2019.
Consistency is key in order to best your competitors in this form of competition and
we wish all the players taking part in round two on Wednesday the 25th of
September the best of luck. The semi-finals as well as the finals will take place on
Monday the 30th of September.
Keegan Holmwood / Assistant Head of Sport
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WHIPPETS SPRING DAY
What a special way to welcome in the new season….The Whippets did just that. The
boys and girls arrived at school dressed in beautiful verdant colours, excited to
celebrate spring. They wore crowns adorned with flowers, butterflies and hearts
which they had made during their creative lessons and then enjoyed delicious ice
cream cones. There were many happy faces, some covered in dripping, melted ice
cream and lots of smiles. Fortunately the water troughs provided great water-play
opportunities or a chance to clean sticky hands and faces!

“Spring is
nature’s way of
saying, “Let’s
party!”
- Robin Williams

Jenny Harle / Grade 000 Teacher

“All the flowers of
all the tomorrows
are in the seeds of
today.”
- Unknown
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SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP
For your convenience, a reminder of the School Shop information.
Trading Hours:
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

07h00 – 08h00

07h00 – 08h00

08h00 – 09h00

07h00 – 08h00

07h00 – 08h00

15h30 – 16h30

13h30 – 14h30

13h30 – 14h30

15h30 – 16h30

13h30 – 14h30

Online Shop
Click here to shop online.
Second Hand Items
A friendly request, especially to our Grade 7 parents, to bring uniform items, you
would like to sell or donate, to the school shop as soon as possible. It would be
ideal if we could have as many items as possible ready for resale in the new
school year.
Swimming
Remember to check your son’s speedo size.
Swimming will commence on 30 September.

LUNCH MENU - WEEK 3
WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Grilled Sticky Chicken
Wings served with Sauté
Potatoes, Citrus Salad
and Honey Glazed
Julienne Carrots

Boerewors pinwheels
served with vetkoek,
curry beans, Corn, Avo,
Tomato & Biltong Salad
and Tomato & Onion

Savory Mince and
macaroni bake. Served
with Carrot & Pineapple
Salad and Build your
own Salad.

PIZZA WEDNESDAYS
The Grade 7 boys will be selling pizza fore R
10 per slice on the following days during
break to the Grade 1 to Grade 7 boys.
Dates:


25 Sep



16 Oct



2 Oct



23 Oct



9 Oct



30 Oct



6 Nov
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