Spring Term
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The WHPS Newsletter
CARTER HOUSE ASSEMBLY
Our Heritage Day, World Cup Rugby celebrations and Carter House Assembly
blended in very well with our theme for the term “Magic and Miracles”. All three
events were filled with a little magic and we could see that miracles do in fact
take place.
At WHPS, we decided to celebrate Heritage Day on Thursday, 26 September, by
dressing according to our cultural heritage. We encouraged all children, from
Grade 000 – Grade 7, to come to school, dressed in their outfit of choice.

Grade 3 – 7 boys attended a Chapel service at 09:30 and then, during the course
of the morning, all grades were involved in various activities within their classes, to
celebrate being proudly South African. Cooked lunch was strictly traditional food:
boerewors, vetkoek with a variety of salads. A South African fusion in the true sense
of the word demonstrating that social cohesion can start in small but fun-filled
ways.

“What doesn’t kill
you, makes you
stronger, stand a
little taller.”

It has become a tradition on this day that we at WHPS, also have a coin-laying
project where the boys lay coins on a banner. The Rugby World Cup, which
begun on Friday, 20 September 2019, afforded us the opportunity to donate our
collection to the official charity of the Springboks, namely the Chris Burger and
Petro Jackson Players’ Fund.
This Fund aims to help rugby players who have been seriously injured by providing
support on three levels: Psychological – injured players may be forced out of the
game but they are encouraged to remain part of the rugby community. As we
know, it takes a team to pick up a fallen player and the Fund joins this team.
Physical – the Fund provides equipment such as wheelchairs, as well as other
comforts to improve the quality of their lives. Emotional – the office of the Fund is
just a phone call away offering strength and encouragement for the injured
players and their family as they learn to cope with the state of crisis which they find
themselves. It is wonderful that they will now benefit from the generous spirit of all
Whpsians.
Carter House then used America’s got talent contestant, Tyler Butler-Figuero (the
kid violinist) to inspire us all with an uplifting performance to various well known
songs. The one song that resonated strongly with all of us was, “What doesn’t kill
you, makes you stronger, stand a little taller.” And this is exactly what he did, with
the support of family and friends.
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DATES TO REMEMBER


5 Oct: Camp Out



19 Oct: WHPS Prawn Braai



21 Oct: HeARTS Exhibition

CONTINUED….

“Break new
grounds, try not to
settle for less”

Tyler was diagnosed with Leukaemia at the age of 4, was bullied at school
because he was seen to be different and the kids at school thought his
condition was contagious. He is currently in remission and by chance, took to
playing the violin at the age of 7 as he was lonely and could not do sport. His
performances and the joy he expressed while playing, gave all of us hope instant inspiration to rise above all of our circumstances and be everything we
were created to be.
When the world around us is in turmoil, we are encouraged to rise up and stand
tall; show empathy where needed and when possible and care for our fellow
beings. Sometimes we should look to break new grounds, try to not settle for
less and remember that every one of us has a special place in the world and
can make an impact – whether big or small.
Vicky van Noordwyk / Head of Carter, Grade 4 Teacher

DAVIS CUP WITH ST MARY’S DSG

2

HERITAGE DAY

3

4

REAL LIFE 4 KIDS - FROM A BOYS’ PERSPECTIVE
The RLFK programme promises a 3D life skills
experience.
It might be part of our school term but is also a very
interactive and fun game; a little bit like a fancy
Monopoly, and a little more advanced.

We’ve quickly had to learn life skills which we will use one day, for example, road
safety, medical and dental aids and house insurances. We have also had to buy
property, build houses and businesses. We have had to manage our income
and expenses, run businesses and hawked home-made goods, paid for taxes
and fines, and held jobs like the bus conductor and policeman.
For me personally, and hopefully all of the boys here tonight, we have learnt
more than the programme promised. We have had to learn that real life is really
NOT for sissies!
It is not always easy and that being successful comes from careful planning and
hard work. Also, in order to make money there is always money, or capital, that
you need to spend or lay out up front.
We have had to work alone and also in partnerships; and I quickly realized that
when working in partnerships everyone’s opinion matters and that compromise is
necessary. We have had to learn to be careful with what we spend. It is obvious
that money does indeed NOT grow on trees – not that we actually thought that
to start with….

I have LOVED the game! It has been such great fun and we have learnt so
much about the real world. Thank you to my fellow classmates for playing the
game. Thank you to Mrs T and Mrs Shaw for their guidance and helping us to
learn all that we have. Thank you to Mr Whitelaw and to WHPS for the great
opportunity.
A big thanks also goes from me to someone who taught me how to make
vetkoek – who would have thought it would sell so well and make me so much
cash!
Matthew Scheepers / Grade 6 l
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GRADE 2 OUTING TO CROC CITY

“Best….
Trip…..
EVER!”

The Grade Two boys visited Croc City

could not contain their excitement

as part of their theme on “Pond Life.”

and it was wonderful to see their

This proved to be an exciting and

enthusiasm and energy. We certainly

worthwhile

boys

all learnt a lot and many boys were

started their morning by learning

able to experience something for the

many interesting facts about all kinds

first time.

of reptiles. Armed with this new found

Apparently,

knowledge, they went on to touch,

need to find some pet snakes for gifts

feel and even hold a baby crocodile

this year!

and a couple of snakes. The boys

Nerine Turvey / Grade 2 Teacher

experience.

The

Father

Last week the Grade 2’s went to Croc
City. When we arrived at the venue we
got off the bus and lined up at the door.
A man came out and explained what we
were going to do. We watched this
programme about crocodiles. It took
away valuable time but we did learn a
bit. We saw lots of snakes. We got to hold
a baby crocodile. We also got 45 minutes
of play time. My favourite thing was
helping a turtle cross an active zipline.
Best trip ever!
Nathi Funani / Grade 2
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Christmas

will

SOME HOCKEY PICS

A special mention must go
out to Bongani Dube, who,
when St Benedict’s were short
a player offered to put on a
bib and play for them.
#Sportsmanship
#FriendshipThroughSport
#LendingAHand
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