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The WHPS Newsletter
FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Dear WHPS Family,
At our assembly on Monday morning, I spoke to the boys about their general
manners and appearance. I would appreciate your assistance, as parents, in
reminding your children about these important matters. We need to continue to
reiterate the value of appropriate, polite and considerate behaviour to all our
children in our school, from Grade 000 to Grade 7. Good manners are all about
self-respect and respect for others. It is never too early or too late to instil good
manners. I would like to emphasise the importance of the school and the home
working together. Please highlight the importance of the following aspects with
your children on a regular basis: manners and greeting, neat and appropriate
dress, correct haircuts for boys in Grade 0 to Grade 7.
I would like to thank the boys and staff who were involved in the unprepared
speech evening at St Mary’s DSG. Speaking in public can be a daunting
experience and having the courage to present an unprepared speech is
commendable. I would like to congratulate the boys who have worked very hard
to improve their public speaking skills. These valuable skills will stand them in good
stead throughout their lives.
We held two Dads and Lads’ evenings this week. The Grade 5 boys had a fantastic
time playing ‘Minute to Win It’ on Tuesday and the Grade 7 boys enjoyed their
final Dads and Lads event at WHPS last night, with a ‘Braai and Goodbye’
evening.
The campus was abuzz with excitement yesterday as the Junior Prep boys rushed
around on their Maths Trail. This is a wonderful opportunity for the boys to put
mathematical concepts into practice in ‘real-life’ situations. It allows them to
experience mathematics outside the classroom and to work as a team in
completing various tasks. I would like to commend the boys on their enthusiasm
and willingness to learn.
Things got a little dirty at the Whippets Pre-Prep today as the boys and girls
delighted in the fun of Messy Mud Day. Sand and water are two simple and basic
ingredients that are a source of much activity, creativity, joy and sensory fun for
our Whippets.
All the best to the boys as they play their final hockey matches against CBC
Boksburg on Saturday. I know that they will do their teams and their school proud. I
look forward to seeing you at the WHPS HeARTS Exhibition on Monday, 21 October.
I wish you and your families a happy weekend together.
Mark Whitelaw / Headmaster
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DATES TO REMEMBER


21 Oct: HeARTS Exhibition

HEADMASTER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Staff News
Denise van der Merwe will be leaving us at the end of 2019 after 9 years at WHPS.
Denise has served as our House Mother in Hamilton House and as our Catering
Manager. She has been extremely dedicated and committed to the school.
Denise’s father has taken ill and she has decided to return to Weenen in KwaZuluNatal to take care of him. We wish Denise the very best and we are grateful for the
time that we have shared with her at WHPS.
Two members of our support staff will be retiring at the at the end of the year.
Elizabeth Kosi has served WHPS for 27 years in our laundry, and Sophie Nchabeleng
has given nearly 18 years of service to our school. We thank these ladies for their
dedication and wish them happiness in their retirement.
We are pleased to welcome Joyce Namane and Agnes Mabunda to our cleaning
staff, and Bridget Nonyane to catering department. Yolinda Pearce has been
reappointed as a member of our catering staff. We wish them many happy years
as members of our WHPS family.
Gift Nkosi has been employed in the position of Senior Prep Mathematics Teacher
in 2020, where he replaces Luella Naidoo. Gift joins us from St Andrew’s College in
Mkhanda. We look forward to welcoming him to WHPS in January.
Upcoming Events
Please ensure that you have consulted the D6 School Communicator with regard
to the events for the rest of the term. Invitations and further information are
regularly loaded on the D6.
Use of Debit Cards
It has come to our attention that some boys have started making use of debit
cards to purchase items at Lema Café (Tuck Shop). Please note that boys may not
bring debit cards to school. Lema Café offers parents an account system where
they may load money onto Lema Café cards. These cards are kept at Lema Café
in order to make purchases. If you do not have an account at Lema Café please
complete the relevant documentation and communicate directly with either
Martha or Lizzy in order to set this facility up. Click Here to download the Lema
Café Account Application Form.

SCHOOL SHOP REMINDERS

Remember to
bring in your
second hand
items as soon as
possible.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

07:00 - 08:00

07:00 - 08:00

08:00 - 09:00

07:00 - 08:00

07:00 - 08:00

15:30 - 16:30

13:30 - 14:30

13:30 - 14:30

15:30 - 16:30

13:30 - 14:30

Online Shop: Click here to shop online.
Cricket: Remember to check your son’s White Golf Shirt, White Shorts and Socks.
Cricket will commence on 21 October 2019.
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GRADE 2 ENTREPRENEURS DAY
The Grade Two boys put their business skills to the test at their Entrepreneurs Day. The aim of the event
was to give the boys a chance to solve real life Maths problems involving money, as well as to gain
experience in basic business. The boys were very excited to set up their stalls and in no time at all the
Junior Quad was transformed into a bustling market place. Each Grade Two boy was assigned a Grade
Seven buddy to assist them with their calculations. As it turned out our Grade Two boys were well
prepared for their trading and needed very little help – well done, boys! The Grade Ones and Grade
Threes could not get enough of the delightful goodies and games on sale! What a treat to be able to
buy ice-cream, doughnuts and delicious home baked cookies, or to try your luck at guessing the
number of candies in a jar! The Junior Prep children certainly had a wonderful morning! After the market
the Grade Two boys counted up their money and were then encouraged to donate some of it to the
Centurion SPCA. We would like to commend the boys on their generosity – it is not easy to part with your
hard earned cash! However, they have raised R 5 000 for this charity – a fantastic achievement! Thank
you very much to the parents who helped their sons with the organisation of their goods. We’d also like
to thank the Grade Sevens for their mentorship during the event.
Nerine Turvey / Grade 2 Teacher
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HABIT OF MIND #7 - QUESTION AND SOLVE PROBLEMS
Asking questions seems like a normal part of childhood. What parent hasn’t
spent a few moments wishing their child had fewer questions? “Why?” “What is
that?” “Who made that noise?” “How do I open this?” “When are we going to
BE THERE?”
Annoying as it can be to face constant questions, we do want our children to
have the desire to seek answers to questions, large and small. And, it takes time
and experience to learn that a question, when properly asked, may not lead to
an answer at all…but to more questions!
Here are a few suggestions and activities for developing a habit of mind that
sees questions and problems as fun puzzles to be solved, not as a quiz that one
will pass or fail.










Talk about questions. What makes a “question”? Do the same with the word
“problem”. Are problems and questions different? Why are both important
to how we learn about the world?
Bring small, daily problems, like how to store your recycling, to the family
dinner table and talk about possible solutions. Sharing your reasoning and
thinking about problems, teaches your children how to “think something
through” in steps.
Set up a series of simple question clues that lead your child around the
house on a scavenger hunt. Have the questions lead to a small treat, or an
outing.
Make a list of things in the natural world that you would like to know more
about. Use the list to generate questions, and take your list to your teacher,
or to a librarian. They know how to find books that will help answer your
questions.
Look closely and explore the natural world. Learn to describe what you see.
Does it remind you of anything else that you know about?

“The wise man
doesn’t give the
right answers, he
poses the right
questions.”
Claude Levi-Strauss

Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head – Academics

LUNCH MENU
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Roast chicken drumsticks,
Chicken Lasagna served BBQ beef stir fry strips Sliced gammon and roast
with Spinach and Feta and Tortilla Wraps served beef. Served with cocktail
Salad, Italian Green Salad with various fillings and rolls, potato salad, greed
salad and grated cabbage
and Parmesan Cheese
sauces
and apple salad.
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GRADE 0 OUTING TO THE LION PARK
It was a chilly morning, but nothing could dampen the spirits of our Grade 0 boys on
their way to the Lion Park! They spent a fabulous morning on the lookout for
cheetah, wild dog, zebra, wildebeest, giraffe and of course, lion! Whilst our boys
learnt a great deal about wild animals, they also impressed their rangers with their
vast wealth of knowledge. Some of the morning's highlights included a lion trying to
pounce on the game vehicles, spotting cubs playing, seeing a couple of
porcupines and feeding a giraffe!
All too soon, time was up and it was time to go back to school. A roaring success of
an outing!
Brigette Hamilton / Grade 0 Teacher

INTER-HOUSE HOCKEY
Tuesday the 15th of October saw the WHPS Houses take to the field once again.
The grade 6 and 7 boys took to the hockey astro’s with determination. Both the A
and B leagues were hotly contested with the winning team only decided in the
last round of fixtures.
The B-league was decided by a single goal difference, which put MacRobert
top of the pile. Well done to the boys in green. The A-league was a tightly
contested afternoon with Ruddell and Carter exchanging the lead throughout
the afternoon. At the end of the day Ruddell held their nerve and managed to
finish the afternoon as victors.
Well done to all the boys and staff for a fun-filled afternoon of hockey.
Keegan Holmwood / Assistant Head of Sport
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JUNIOR PREP MATH TRAILS
What a fantastic atmosphere there was around the Junior School as the boys
raced around with enthusiasm, completing the Maths Trail. Grade One boys were
throwing water balloons at numbers and screaming with glee while the Grade
Two’s were filling containers with water at the pool. Some boys were seen
measuring one another with tape measures and others measuring objects
outside, with their hands and feet. The boys learned so many maths concepts
through exploration. They were trying to beat the clock as they were timed to
complete the obstacle course and adding number plates in the parking lot. What
a fun way to do Maths! The boys could not wait to walk in to class each morning
and start a new exciting activity. Thank you to Nicola Branch for overseeing this
wonderful event. Thank you to the JP staff for their creative ideas to make maths
and number sense so enjoyable.

“The mathematician
does not study pure
mathematics because it
is useful; he studies it
because he delights in
it and he delights in it
because it is beautiful.”
- Georg Cantor

Delaille Sass / Junior Prep HOD
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UNPREPARED SPEECH EVENING
The evening of Monday, 14 October,
arrived all too quickly for eight of our
young gentlemen who were selected
to participate in the Unprepared
Speech Evening hosted at St Mary’s
DSG. Smartly dressed in their number
ones, the boys filled up on the
delicious delicacies provided by St
Mary’s whilst anxiously waiting to be
called for the evening to begin. Soon
enough, the boys and I were
escorted to the classrooms where
each grade was allocated their
room, a pack of cue cards to use
and a pencil. Topics were handed
out and their 15 minutes of speech
preparation. With great excitement,

time was soon up and we moved to
the adjudication rooms where each
boy and other participants from
Midstream College and St Mary’s
delivered their speeches in turn. Our
boys did us proud. No awards or
marks are given, it is merely a
platform to practise in front of an
audience and continue to excel in
their public speaking which they are
all so passionate about! Thank you to
all the boys who participated in the
various events throughout 2019 – and
to the parents for their continued
support. We look forward to a
successful public speaking 2020.
Thea Urmann-Smith / Grade 7 Teacher

INVITATION - WHPS HEARTS EXHIBITION
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HOCKEY VS ST JOHN’S
This past weekend our boys played their second last hockey fixture for the season,
against St John’s Preparatory. The U12 and Open teams travelled through to
Johannesburg, while the U9‘s, U10’s and U11’s played at home. It was always going
to be a tough fixture as St John’s are highly competitive and well coached. All our
teams displayed great character and commitment and the games were played in
good spirit. We extend our thanks to St John’s for their hospitality and sportsmanship.
We look forward to playing our last hockey fixture of the season against CBC
Boksburg.
Garth Turvey / Deputy Head Extra Mural

MINI HOCKEY
A short, yet intense 2019 Mini Hockey season has come and gone. With many
logistical challenges along the way, I would like to thank you for making the time for
your son’s. The skills learnt, friendships made and confidence found may well only
come to the fore in the years ahead. The boys and parents commitment to these
mini sport sessions is crucial and cannot be underestimated.
Thank you for your input, participation and continuous support. It goes a long way in
ensuring the all-round development of these young men.
With the Mini Hockey season coming to an abrupt end, I look forward to a fun and
exciting Mini Cricket season. Please consult the D6 communicator for important
letter regarding the season ahead.
Ross Wolfaardt / Head of Junior Sport
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