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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 

Dear WHPS Family, 
 

 

On Monday we had a fantastic opening night for the WHPS HeARTS Exhibition. I 

was absolutely blown away by the standard of art that the boys and girls pro-

duced this year. The cross-curricular learning that has taken place between art 

and various other subjects has been remarkable, and exactly in the direction in 

which we want to move.. Our thanks go to all the parents and staff involved in set-

ting up for the exhibition, your assistance is greatly appreciated. I would like to 

congratulate Hayley Cameron for an outstanding exhibition, she certainly is able 

to get the best out of the children. 
 

The 2nd and 3rd XI Cricket Teams depart for Nelspruit on Thursday for a cricket   

festival hosted by Uplands Preparatory. I wish the boys and their coaches the best 

of luck and hope that they take full advantage of the opportunity to hone and 

refine their cricketing skills before the season begins.  

 

You may have seen that the notice for the WHPS Parents Association Annual    

General Meeting was posted on the D6 last week. I would like to encourage      

parents to please attend the AGM and support the PA. 

 Date: Monday 18 November 2019 

 Time: 18h00 to 19h00 

 Venue: WHT 
 

I wish you and your families a happy mid-term break. It is a wonderful opportunity 

to spend quality time together.  For those of you traveling, please travel safely. I 

look forward to the second half of the term which hold many exciting days and 

events and I hope that all the boys, girls, parents and staff will return from the 

break with renewed energy to finish the term on a strong note. 
 

Mark Whitelaw / Headmaster 
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HABIT # 1 PERSISTENCE 

When faced with problems, knockbacks or rejection it can be easy to give in. It’s 

important to provide encouragement to our boys when they are ready to give up, 

so that they learn the value of persistence.  

 

With persistence comes success. Parents and teachers are able to encourage and 

build persistence in children. By providing achievable, challenging situations and 

encouragement, we can support our boys to become more determined and less 

likely to want to give up. 

 

Here are some ways to encourage persistence: 
 

Don’t immediately ‘rescue’ boys when they face problems - Step back and 

give a child space to solve problems themselves or support them to do so. 

 

 Remind them of a time they solved a similar problem. 

 

 Talk about alternatives and encourage                                                    

them to try new approaches. 

 

 Give them permission to fail – ‘its ok if it doesn’t                                             

work this time, you can try again!’ 
 

Show them success - Set tasks that require staying power. Success after hard 

work brings rewards, builds self-esteem and is a strong motivator for the next chal-

lenge. 

 

Encourage - Help the boys believe they can do things by encouraging them to 

hang in there. Celebrate success, especially when it’s harder to achieve. 

 

Talk about the importance of hard work - When something’s difficult, highlight 

why you do it anyway and talk about the benefits from working hard.  

 

Be a role model - Stay at it yourself so your boys can see that you don’t give up 

easily either. If appropriate, let them help so that they know it’s ok to ask for help. 

 

Help them to remain positive - Don’t over-emphasise the difficulty of a problem. 

Show some empathy but focus on the steps needed to achieve a positive result.  

 

Offer responsibility – Giving children age appropriate responsibilities also helps 

them take more responsibility and they will learn to believe in themselves.  

 
Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head Academics 
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GRADE 5  DADS AND LADS 

The Grade 5 boys and their Dads had a wonderful evening filled with action,   

exercise and some laugh-out-loud moments! The popular, Minute To Win It 

game, was once again a huge success. The host of the evening, Mr. Sean Page 

kept the excitement going and allowed the evening to run smoothly. 

It was heart-warming to see the support and encouragement of one another in 

true WHPS spirit. It is not always about winning but rather about finding the joy in 

those special events that make memories for a life-time. Congratulations to 

Gareth Robertson and his dad, who were the overall champions of the evening! 

Way to go..... Grade 5 Team! 

Riette Kleefstra / Grade 5 Teacher 

As part of our Grade Seven fundraising for the Grade Seven Gift, the boys hosted 

a movie night under the stars, on Friday 11 October. 

An inflatable screen was set up on Herringer field and the boys from Grade 3 - 7 

watched the exciting movie, The Incredibles 2, as they have never done before. 

The evening started at 18h00, with the actual movie beginning at 19h00. Before 

the start, boys collected their slushy’s and spicy popcorn, and some boys even 

played soccer. 

The cost of the evening was R100 and this included the movie ticket, a popcorn 

and a slush puppy. Thea Urmann-Smith and I would like to thank you and your 

sons for supporting the Grade Sevens in their fundraising efforts while having some 

fun, of a different kind, in the process. 

Thank you to Thea for her superb organisation of this worthwhile event. See you all 

next year at Movie Night! 

 

Ryan Sweetlove / Deputy Head Pupil Affairs 

MOVIE NIGHT 
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WHIPPETS MESSY MUD DAY 

What a fun day filled with laughter, bubbles, shaving cream 

and lots of mud and of course ice cream. The Whippets  

thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to run around and get 

as dirty as possible. 

 

Shannon Oldnall / Grade 000 Teacher 

The 2019 hockey season has come to a 

close, with the boys performing          

extremely well over the short season. 

We played against six schools, namely, 

Pridwin, St. Stithians, St. Benedict’s, The 

Ridge, St. John’s and CBC Boksburg. 

The hockey season was a tremendously  

successful season, with the U11s playing 

their first season of full field hockey, with 

the grade 0’s joining the mini hockey 

Saturdays for the first time. 

The first team toured KwaZulu-Natal, 

where they got to play against schools 

outside of our regular yearly fixtures. 

WHPS played some great hockey 

against; Cowan House, Ashton         

College, Clifton Nottingham Road and          

Cordwalles.   

WHPS must thank Southdowns College, 

Hatfield Christian School, St. Alban’s 

College and St Mary’s DSG for the use 

of their astro turfs for the season. With-

out their generosity, we would not have 

been able to have the successful     

season that we did. A big thank you 

must go out to all the staff and    

coaches involved. Well done to all the 

boys for giving of their best on the field 

and wearing the WHPS badge with 

pride. 

 

Keegan Holmwood / Assistant Head of Sport 

HOCKEY - END OF SEASON 



5 

GRADE 7 - DADS AND LADS 

GRADE 7 - BOUNCE FUNDRAISER 

Fifty Grade Seven lads and their dads descended upon the doorstep of WHPS for 

their last “Dads and Lads” evening of their WHPS career. It is quite a momentous 

event to witness, as this term, the third term is all about the beginning of the end 

of the Grade Sevens’ Prep school career. So an evening spent braaing for your 

dad, hosting your dad and spending time with your dad, is rather special.  

Everybody sat chatting about their special memories of previous years’ Dad and 

Lads events and years of time spent around a sport’s field. These included       

anxiously awaiting report results and even some of the dads’ “misdemeanors”, 

whilst at school, were all reminisced upon.  

It was a special evening, spent with special men – and their dads. Many thanks to 

all for allowing me into the “circle” for the evening. I am truly blessed as I too 

have learnt over the past 31 years that the bond a dad and his son have, is a 

complicated, beautiful, sincere and yet, most important one. I am blessed to 

have been a part of this evening.  

Thea Urmann-Smith / Grade 7 Teacher 

Calling all Grade 5 to 7 Boys 

 

Join in for an EPIC NIGHT of FREESTYLE FUN at 

BOUNCE MENLYN MAINE!!!! 

 

EPIC club sound and lighting as well as an 

awesome vibe! 

 

Grade: 5 - 7s only 

 

Date: Friday 1st of November 2019 

 

Time: 6pm - 9pm  

 

Price: R200.00 per person excludes your 

BOUNCE grip socks, bring your own along or 

buy at reception. Ticket proceeds go towards 

the Grade 7 farewell gift. 

 

Click Here to book. 

 

See D6 > Resources > Events for official letter 

https://bouncepopup.co.za/products/whps-fundraiser

