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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 WHPA PA AGM—18 Nov at 18h00 

 

HABIT #16 - REMAIN OPEN TO CONTINUOUS LEARNING 

The value of finding purpose as a teacher. 

Purpose is what makes overcoming difficult obstacles possible. Having purpose 

is what makes marking hundreds of test papers, accompanying boys on 

camps, report writing, sitting through play rehearsals and   watching boys play 

at break times worth it. I also think the lack of purpose is the primary reason 

for teacher burn-out. This work is too difficult, too demanding to continue    

merely for a salary.  

 

This isn’t to say we shouldn’t be motivated by personal growth, meeting          

expectations, or getting higher salaries. Instead, it’s about orienting ourselves to 

see those as by-products of doing purposeful work. It’s a strong ‘why’ that      

allows us withstand any ‘how.’ 

 

So as a teacher, what motivates us on cold, dark days in July? What gets us up 

in the morning during report writing times? What keeps us coming back despite 

how exhausted we may be? 

 

Is it because we want to be a part of something bigger than ourselves? Is       

because we know the 21st century requires people who can solve complex 

problems, so we help boys practice that skill by teaching them Maths? Is it      

because we recognise the beauty of the written word, and we want to help 

our boys see that as well? Is our purpose found in being that teacher we     

needed when we were younger?  

 

And the truth is, when we finally achieve parts of that purpose, when we attain 

goals and taste some of the success we envisioned, the toil becomes worth it. 

The time sacrificed, effort given, and energy expended all becomes something 

well spent. 

 

Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head Academics 
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WHPS AND WOODHILL COLLEGE COMBINED CONCERT 

What a wonderful evening of talent shared by the boys and girls from both 

schools at our annual WHPS and Woodhill College concert on Wednesday 

night. A variety of items entertained an animated audience with our WHPS boys 

displaying both passion and enthusiasm during their items. Well done to all and 

thank you to the music staff for their hard work in preparing the boys. 

 

Melanie Dos Santos / Director Performing Arts 
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JAZZ, IMPROVISATION AND PASSION FOR MUSIC 

Jazz, a broad term describing music with African-American nineteenth-century 

origins, continues to develop today. Jazz is an extremely complex musical idiom 

that includes improvisation leading to individual expression, which is at the core 

of jazz. Characteristics of jazz include syncopated melody and rhythm, rhythmic 

swing, instrumental solos, vernacular chord progressions and voicings, and the 

performance of vocals and instrumentals are approached with a highly          

personalized idiom. If you want to study jazz or contemporary music, you will 

quickly find that improvisation is at the heart of it all. 

 

Children are naturally drawn to improvisation, the art of composition on the spot, 

inventiveness, “making-up” their own song, doodling on the piano, or playing a 

well-known song and changing the notes to make it more “fun”. These habits 

should be nurtured in a child’s musical education. 

 

The fathers of Western art music: J.S. Bach, Handel, Mozart and Beethoven were all great            

improvisers, performers, and composers, who were often renowned for their improvisational skills 

before they were recognised for their composition skills. Following this tradition, nineteenth century 

pianists such as Hummel, Schubert, Mendelssohn, Clara and Robert Schumann, Chopin, Liszt, and 

Brahms were likewise known for their accomplished improvisational skills. Unfortunately in our    

twenty-first world mind-set today, we forget about the benefits improvisation gives our children. 

Creation is natural for a child, but is sometimes considered as “play” and therefore not as          

important as “work”. 

 

Inventiveness could be argued to contribute to rather than detract from the  

success of a musician’s career. Being able to play by ear, to improvise over a 

jazz standard, play the blues, or compose your own songs are just as important 

as being able to play a piece from another composer. Through the act of       

creating our own music, by saying something through improvisation, we inspire a 

passion for music.  

 

WHPS gives the opportunity for students to learn jazz piano through ABRSM      

exams, which still follow the Western art music tradition of three pieces, scales, 

sight-reading and aural training, but with included structured improvisation! Any 

type of child is welcome to try the syllabus, but it is especially wonderful for     

children who get bored easily and want to do something different than the     

already establishes “classical” syllabus. Already on primary school level, the jazz 

syllabus focus on the importance of improvisation, and gives the student the 

possibility of creating his own melody, while learning to read sheet music.  

 

Mart-Marie Snyman / Music Department 
Mart-Marie Snyman joined the music 

department in Term 2. She is an      

accomplished pianist who  specialises 

in both classical and jazz piano               

performance and methodology. 
 

Melanie Dos Santos / Director Music Department 
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BOK FRIDAY AT WHPS 



WATERPOLO 

Congratulations to 

Asante Chivere who 

was selected for the 

U13 A Boys NTS Water 

polo team. 

LUNCH MENU - WEEK 9 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Build your own Roll 

Toppings: Ham, 
Cheese, Chicken  

Mayonnaise,           
Cucumber, Red      

Onion, Lettuce, Egg 
Mayo, Gherkins, Feta, 

Olives, Peppadews, 
Tomatoes & Sauces.  

Tomato Fussili Pasta 
served with Two  
Salads Options. 

Beef Sausage Tolls 
served with Potato 
Wedges and Two 

Salads  

Cottage pie with 
Cauliflower Topping. 

Roast Vegetables 
and Salad. 

Cold Roast Chicken 
served with Three 
options of Salad. 

The LAST Pizza Wednesday for the year!  

6 November 

Please support the Grade 7 boys. They will be   

selling pizza at  R 10 per slice during break to the  

Grade 1 to 6 boys. 

PIZZA WEDNESDAYS 
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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS & INFORMATION 


