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The WHPS Newsletter
FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
WHPS Online Teaching and Learning

Wow, a week which is unprecedented in our times. “These situations demand
extraordinary measures achieved by ordinary people doing extraordinary things.”
This week has certainly been such a week, and we are extremely proud of the
WHPS family – staff, boys and parents – who have been calm, directed and
extraordinary! Thank you.
As communicated to you, WHPS will reopen for online education on Monday, 23
March 2020. Term One will continue, online, until Tuesday, 7 April 2020. The school
will shut down on Wednesday, 8 April 2020 for the holiday period.
Details of the WHPS Online Teaching and Learning programme have been
distributed to our families. We are appreciative of the many positive messages that
we have already received. Thank you for your feedback and please continue to
engage with your teachers, as detailed in the communication you have received.
I am most grateful to our staff for their sterling effort to keep our school running for
our WHPS family, albeit from a distance. I must say that we are missing our
WHPSians a great deal. The school is quiet and not the normal vibrant place. We
are committed to making the online platform enjoyable and educational.
There is a need for every person to assist in fighting the spread of the COVID-19
virus in our country, and in the world, and it is heartening to witness the efforts of so
many people to assist one another.

As I said to the children, in my video message, “You and I have to play our part in
fighting the war! In any battle, the soldiers – you and me – have to have courage
to never give up and never give in!”
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CONDOLENCES
It is with deep sadness that we heard of the passing of Wynsome De Villiers on
Tuesday 17 March 2020. Mrs de Villiers was a staff member at WHPS who taught
Grade 3 for many years. She was an Honorary Old Boy. We express our
condolences to her son Blain, Marina, Gus, Matt, Addison and their family.

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP
Online Order facility will be
available until the new school
term resumes. Collection
arrangements
will
be
confirmed via e-mail.
The dates and times for the
opening of the School Shop in
the new term will be
communicated to you.
Click here to shop online.
PLEASE NOTE: The School Shop does not
sell white takkies, rugby boots (black
with black laces) or scrum caps (grey/
black)

Mini Rugby Kit
Grade 0 - 2

Rugby Kit

Rugby Kit

Grade 3 - 7

Grade 3 - 7

HABIT # 16 - REMAINING OPEN TO CONTINUOUS LEARING
I have so much more to learn!
Intelligent people are in a continuous learning mode. Their confidence, in
combination with their inquisitiveness, allows them to constantly search for new
and better ways. People with this Habit of Mind are always striving for
improvement, always growing, always learning, always modifying and improving
themselves. They seize problems as valuable opportunities to learn.
Sometimes our boys confront learning opportunities with fear rather than mystery
and wonder. Our wish is for creative students and children who are eager to
learn. This includes the humility of knowing that we don't know, which is the
highest form of thinking.
Some tips to develop this Habit:
 Read widely and often
 Keep smart company
 Teach others
 Experiment with new ways to learn
 Form small study groups
Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head Academics
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CORONAVIRUS - PLEASE TAKE NOTE:
Coronavirus:


Please refer to our latest communication on Coronavirus that
has been posted on the D6 Communicator.



Again we stress the importance of good hygiene and
washing of hands, which is also applicable to preventing the
spread of all notifiable / infectious / communicable diseases/
illnesses. Please keep reminding your children about this.



Continue to have discussions with your families on the topic,
keeping people informed. It is vital to treat the situation with
seriousness, however, to avoid panic.



Overseas Travel of WHPS Staff, Parents and Boys
Please be aware that the school is requesting parents, boys
and families to self-quarantine if you have returned from a
country / areas where COVID-19 is spreading.
Self-quarantine is avoiding contact with other people and
social situations as much as possible. Inform the school and
your child’s class teacher of your plan of action.
We request that you follow the protocol:
1. Monitor any symptoms very carefully

2. If you have travelled, please be circumspect about your
attendance at school events
 Announce that you have travelled
 Don’t shake hands / hug or embrace pupils or fellow

parents
 Sit apart from other people

3. Parents, staff and pupils who travel during the April
holidays, may potentially be required to self-quarantine.
You will be informed further as the situation unfolds.
Self-isolation means staying indoors and completely avoiding
contact with other people. You may need to do this if you
have symptoms of coronavirus. This is to stop other people
from getting it. A doctor will ask you to self-isolate if you have
coronavirus or they think you may have coronavirus. This
could be:

3



before you get tested for coronavirus



while you wait for test results



if you have had a positive test result for coronavirus

DADS & LADS - GRADE 4
"Fiesta" is the Spanish word for festival or holiday. Mexico has several different
kinds of festivals, celebrated for various reasons. Generally, there is a party at the
end of the celebration, so at WHPS this year we had our very own p a r t y as a
grade group just before the term ended. We celebrated being together as
families of WHPS.
Sombreros, ponchos and vibrant colours were the order of the evening at the
poolside. The cheerful ambience and relaxed vibe was complete with delicious
food at this Fiesta – from nachos to spicy chicken wings, guacamole and all the
other trimmings which saw all the Amigos licking their lips.
The Bean Race game proved to be a real hit with the father and sons pairing
up. The beans were poured over the table and at the start of “GO”, each father
and son team had to use their straws to suction a bean and drop it into their
respective cups. The object of the game was to collect as many beans as they
could, without touching them within 30 seconds. The competition was hot from
the start with the dads and lads all competing for the chance to have first strike
at the piñata.
What could be more perfect at a Mexican fiesta than a piñata hanging from a
tree? We played the traditional way by blindfolding each player, spinning the
piñata around three times, and then handing the boys a stick. They had three
chances to land a blow, and once the piñata was cracked open, all the treats
fell out – it was a free for all as everyone tried to grab as many as they could.
And before we knew it, “Aquí se rompió una taza - the party was over!”
Vicky Van Noordwyk / Grade 4 Teacher
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PI (PIE) DAY AT WHPS
March 14th is Pi Day, an annual
celebration of all things pi (π)!

art and craft activities to celebrate Pi
and circles was the order of the day!

In Mathematics, pi is a specific ratio –
the circumference of a circle divided
by its diameter. In other words, you can
take the circumference of any sized
circle, divide by its diameter, and
you will always get pi. Yes, we have
an entire day dedicated to a
mathematical constant.

When learning is fun, the child learns to
love learning. This was evident by the
many questions that were asked about
circles and the value of Pi. Children
never stopped asking to know more
and this is what creates the habit of
being open to continuous learning.

On Friday 13th we spent the day doing
amazing Pi day activities. We ate
snacks and lunch in shapes of circles,
with pie (Pi) being served at lunch.
Buddy day bead activities and exciting

Pi is not just a collection of random
digits. pi is a journey; an experience;
unless you try to see the natural poetry
that exists in pi, you will find it very
difficult to learn.
Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head Academics

GRADE 2 PILOT VISIT
How spoilt the Grade Two boys have been
this term as they have been addressed by
two pilots! Earlier this year, Johan van Wyk an
airline pilot and WHPS dad, addressed the
boys and had an interesting discussion with
them about aeroplanes. Recently, Sean
Sweetlove, a WHPS Old Boy and private pilot,
spoke to the boys about his journey in
becoming a pilot. The boys were intrigued
and engaged, and asked pertinent
questions. What a great theme this has been!
Delaille Sass / HOD Junior Prep
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