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The WHPS Newsletter
FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Dear Parents and the WHPS Family
As we enter the period of the National Lockdown, we have come to the end of
the first week of our WHPS Online Teaching and Learning. The best way to describe
this journey is that it’s been intense and stimulating. The support from the WHPS
family has been immense, with messages of care, encouragement and praise
coming from all quarters of our community. Thank you to our parents, and to our
children, for your special words of appreciation to our teachers and administration
staff.
The truth of the matter is that this form of education is challenging - it is
uncomfortable at first, because of the unknown. It is complex and a little
frightening! Teachers are spending 15 to 16-hour days to ensure they are making
contact with their pupils. Parents are being interrupted, and called upon to assist
their children to complete tasks and activities. Children are being isolated, and
exposed to an unprecedented time in our history - they see concern, fear and an
outward expression of anxiety in their parents’ actions and eyes. It is a challenging
time.
True leaders stand up and be counted…. Our president has been such a man - he
has shown great wisdom and he has tempered this with enormous courage.
Even more so in times like these, it is critical to reflect, and to review our processes
to ensure that we are meeting the needs of our key stakeholders - the boys and
girls of WHPS. As we continue to engage through our online curriculum, we are
focussing on ways in which we can improve our initial plans.
Devices and connectivity
 We are aware that, due to parents’ work commitments and the sharing of
devices at home, a few children have not yet been unable to complete as
many activities as they would have liked. As we are in lockdown, we hope that
this will make it easier for families to schedule the use of devices so that the
boys and girls can complete the set tasks.
 Bandwidth may be stretched during this time, and thus impact access. We are
cognisant of these challenges. We will all need to be patient in this regard.
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Communication with Teachers




Our teachers will be online from Monday to Friday between 08:00 and 14:00,
until Tuesday 7 April, in order to provide the girls and boys with feedback, and
to answer any questions the parents or children may have.
The teachers will not be online on Saturday mornings during the lockdown.
Although teachers will continue with their marking over the weekends, as usual,
they will not be available for any online queries between 14:00 on Friday and
08:00 on Monday.

Work expectations
We have reviewed our expectations of the children and the following will be put in
place from Friday 27 March 2020:
 Children will have time to complete the current work (issued on 20 March) until
Tuesday 31 March.
 New work will be issued today (Friday 27 March). This will be a 10-day cycle,
thus providing the children with an extended time frame in order to complete
the activities.
 The core academic work remains key. We have included compulsory work for
Social Science (History and Geography) for the Senior Prep boys.
 The addition of the cultural subjects will enrich our children’s lives, providing
balance.
 Please encourage your children to read. This daily habit is extremely beneficial.
Cybersecurity
 Refer to the important information on the D6 Communicator.
Thank you for taking time to read this communication. It is imperative for us to stay
connected. We are aware of the emotional and physical needs of our families,
especially at this time.
When completing schoolwork, there will be days when your child is not focussed. If
they are distracted, give them a break. Encourage your children to do some of the
physical education exercises provided on the D6. Alternatively, just let them run
around the garden for a while. Be flexible with the timeframe in which tasks are
completed and adjust it to suit your family.
The work covered online will be reviewed and when we return to school, measures
will be put in place to ensure that your child can confidently progress in their
educational journey.
In the event that school buildings are not able to be reopened on 5 May, we are
privileged to be able to continue with our online learning programme. However,
we will communicate with you closer to the start of the new term.
I trust you will look after yourselves and stay safe.
Mark Whitelaw / Headmaster
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HABIT # 4 - THINK FLEXIBLY

“Change is fun and
exciting and, like a
haircut, looks funny
at first; but once you
get used to it, it's
great.”
- Anne Blair

Never has there been a time when this Habit of Mind is more important. In recent
years the concept of resilience has become a central focus of hazards and
disaster research. There is one factor that is common to most definitions that cuts
across disciplinary boundaries— namely, flexibility.
How can we use this opportunity to reveal what we can discover about ourselves
and our students as we move to an online learning ecosystem? WHPS has
launched the online learning programme, Seesaw. The teachers have certainly
had to use flexible thinking when presented with this new challenge.
These are certainly uncharted waters for everyone. Extend some grace and
patience to everyone involved. That includes your children, your school system,
and most importantly to yourself. Every drastic situation has opportunities. Never
miss the opportunities you have right now with this sudden change in routines.
Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head Academics
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How much have we all learnt in a week?
 We have learnt to stretch ourselves and get

out of our comfort zones with regards to on-line
learning
 We have learnt to get to know one another as

colleagues as we have worked so closely
together to get on line learning off the ground.
 We have learnt to laugh at ourselves - a lot!
 We have learnt to share ideas
 We have learnt to help one another
 We have learnt to appreciate our school
 We have learnt to miss the noise of boys

running around
 We have learnt how much we miss our boys
 We have learnt to cherish our families
 We have learnt to obey rules

We pray that our Junior Prep boys are safe,
healthy and enjoying their on-line experience.
Thank you to the parents for being so positive!
Delaille Sass / Junior Prep HOD
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The Newsletter is about
our boys and girls. We
would love to still fill the
newsletter with our
special WHPSians. Please
e-mail your photos to
natashah@whps.co.za
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