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Dear WHPS Parents and Family 

 

It is with mixed feelings that I greet you at the end of the first term of 2020. We 

have been thrust into a most unprecedented time in our history.  

 

It is a surreal experience to be part of these most unusual, complex, concerning, 

and yet unifying circumstances. The full extent of this world pandemic is still to be 

seen and experienced. The resolve and inspirational leadership of statesmen and 

individuals is necessary. It requires people of action. It requires humanity to stand 

together. It requires the unparalleled unity of countries, their leaders,               

communities, schools and families. It requires leaders to lead! 

 

We can be proud of our President. I salute Mr Ramaphosa’s bold leadership 

where he has taken the difficult decisions he has had to make head on. The 

complexity of governing our beautiful country continues to provide extensive 

and unique challenges for our government. Millions of people, particularly those 

living on the breadline, cannot sustain an extended lockdown without financial 

support. There are many who live in one-room dwellings or in close quarters. If the 

virus spreads, it will impact countless people in our land, and affect our entire 

country. 

 

The leadership of our country will be criticised, by some, for the actions taken, but 

these initiatives have been proactive and made with the best intentions for our 

citizens. When leadership is required, we need leaders to stand up and lead. Will 

we require more? No doubt, we will require greater sacrifice and further unity in 

order to beat this highly contagious virus. 

 

I appreciate the extensive support we have experienced at WHPS. Our staff have 

been inspirational in working together to continue offering the high standard of 

education synonymous with WHPS. Their work ethic and vocational commitment 

to our WHPS families and to their fellow colleagues has been nothing but         

outstanding. If you would like to view our thank you video to the staff please click 

here. 

 

The support we have received from our WHPS parents has been extensive. We 

know that it has not always been easy. Parents are working from home in order to 

ensure their businesses are kept operating to their potential. Children are doing 

school work from home and parents are responsible for interacting with them 

and supervising them.                                                           Continues...                           

https://youtu.be/o1Gsj0PtiHU
https://youtu.be/o1Gsj0PtiHU
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This isn’t something anyone is used to doing. Our parents have worked with    

their children on a platform that is new to most, while finding time and energy   

to play with them. All this, while trying to hold down jobs in unfamiliar                 

circumstances. If you missed our thank you video, please click here:                                                  

A Message to our WHPS Parents 

 

I extend my thanks to our Council, led by Mr Buckley. The school has                

appreciated the sensitive, firm and decisive guidance from this governing body. 

It is in periods of need that these leaders, time and again, step up to be     

counted. The WHPS Executive Council continues to work for the benefit of our 

school with selfless service. 

 

Our boys along with the little girls in Whippets have been impressive as they 

have worked hard to embrace our Online Teaching and Learning. Their ability 

to find their way around the Seesaw platform has been excellent. This is their 

world of operation. It will go from strength to strength and I look forward to their 

continued engagement. It has been magnificent to notice the WHPS values 

shining in our children, as they have sent notes and letters of appreciation to 

their teachers. Well done to our children for showing the WHPS way of doing 

things. If you missed our thank you video, please click here: Headmasters’ 

Thanks to the Boys and Girls 

 

We will continue to communicate with you with regard to the start of Term Two 

which begins on 5 May. We await further information from the Department of 

Health. We look forward to our return, and we are ready to start the term. 

Please be assured that we are also prepared to continue the educational    

journey of our children with Online Teaching and Learning in the second term.    

 

Please join us for our Final Assembly. 

 

I wish you a blessed Easter. Be comforted by the fact that Jesus died to save us 

from our sins. We are called to support each other from a distance as we        

remember our personal roles as leaders in our own lives. We will continue to do 

the right thing and adhere to the need for social distancing. We will remain 

‘stronger together’ although we find ourselves apart. 
 

Mark Whitelaw / Headmaster 
Set up a Google account, or if you have one already, 

you can subscribe to the official WHPS YouTube    

Channel. Click on the following link to subscribe: 

Waterkloof House Prep School 

https://youtu.be/Mhe7s0eDCYQ
https://youtu.be/Mhe7s0eDCYQ
https://youtu.be/VNKvjqVOxBQ
https://youtu.be/VNKvjqVOxBQ
https://youtu.be/qbLY9Remt8M
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsRN19gPQSvin5GBE74Qr0Q/featured?view_as=subscriber
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HEADMASTER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Farewell 

We say farewell to Alistair Buckley and Nokuzola Gololo as they leave WHPS       

at the end of the term. The staff and boys of WHPS are appreciative of their    

contribution to the school and we thank them for their dedicated service. 

 

Alistair Buckley 

Alistair Buckley is a proud WHPS Old Boy who has served WHPS as a sports coach, 

an intern and an IT assistant.  

He has been an admirable cricket coach and under his care the U9 boys have 

received a solid grounding. He is knowledgeable about cricket and he shared 

the ethics of the game with the boys. This determination and passion was carried 

through to all the other sports – whether it was rugby, soccer or hockey. 

Alistair has shown that he has excellent teaching ability, and we have benefited 

from his expertise in the IT department. He has been immensely supportive of the 

pupils and his colleagues and we have appreciated his caring nature.  

Alistair, thank you for what you have done for WHPS – the hours, the care, the 

support, the drive, the belief in our values. We wish you well as you spread your 

wings in your new position at Grayston Prep. Go well, Alistair! 

 

Nokuzola Gololo 

Nokuzola joined our Drama department nearly five years ago and we have     

appreciated her work with all the children in our school. She has put on nine   

productions each year, and also been fully involved in the performances for 

Founders’ Day and Grandparents’ Days.  

Every child, from each of the young Whippets to the Grade Sevens, has had the 

opportunity to shine on the stage and learnt the valuable skills of performing and 

speaking clearly to an audience. Nokuzola has done all this with a smile and we 

have valued her creativity and her expertise. 

Nokuzola has shown care for her colleagues, and has always been interested 

and concerned about their wellbeing.  

Some of Zola’s excellent productions include Peter Pan; Karate Step-Up; Viva  

Zorro; The Lion King; Big Al; Geronimo; Jack and the Beanstalk; Honk; Heroes of 

Troy; Puss in Boots; Trouble in the West; Bugsy Malone; Rocking Romans; Super 

Stan; and Pinocchio 

Zola, best wishes to you for your next adventure as you leave WHPS to teach  

Drama at Bishops. You have a bright future in your chosen career and we know 

that you are looking forward to this new challenge. We wish you happiness, Zola! 



4 



5 5 

HABIT # 1 - PERSIST 

“Success seems to be 

connected to action. 

Successful people 

keep moving. They 

make mistakes but 

they never quit.”  

 
- Conrad Hilton 

 

 What is it? – Sticking to a task even when you want to give up. 

 Sounds like – “I think I can, hang in there, keep at it, you can do it!” 

 Looks like – Attending even with distractions. Trying again. 

 Feels like – Even though I’d like to quit, I have the strength to continue. 

The WHPS online teaching and learning has shown that this Habit is vital for     

success. Our children (and parents) had to persist in reading instructions, learning 

how to navigate their way around the tools on Seesaw and to remain focussed 

on tasks that were challenging. 

Some students give up when the answer is not immediately known. They crumble 

their paper, or say, “it’s too hard, I can’t do this!” Sometimes they write down any 

answer or hurry through their work, to “get it done”.  

Students with the habit of persisting have a method for analysing the problem, 

they know how to begin. They consider the steps that must be performed and 

what data or information they need to accomplish the task. They are able to  

sustain a problem solving process over time. They are comfortable with new 

challenges. 

We would like to thank the entire WHPS community for their ongoing support  

during this time. Your persistence to continue your child’s education journey is 

appreciated. 

May you stay healthy and safe. 

Brigitte Theunissen / Deputy Head Academics 
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The online music lessons have, though a 

challenge initially, proved to be          

successful with more students signing in 

every week. The music staff have        

embraced this new platform and it turns 

out that our parents are becoming more 

and more proficient at tuning instruments 

- no broken strings yet! Class  Music and 

Theory lessons have also continued via 

the Seesaw platform.  The   following 

website has some awesome dances for 

our younger boys wanting to move 

about: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=zXEems3ayO0. For our older 

boys we recommend you check out the 

Blue Man Group on https://

w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / u s e r /

OfficialBlueManGroup. They are very 

good at making their own instruments! 

Liza van der Westhuizen & Melanie Dos Santos / 

Music Department 

FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

GIVE YOU A CORONARY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXEems3ayO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXEems3ayO0
https://www.youtube.com/user/OfficialBlueManGroup
https://www.youtube.com/user/OfficialBlueManGroup
https://www.youtube.com/user/OfficialBlueManGroup

