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TERM 1 2019

Established 1923

Chairman’s Message

by Andy Papadopulo

On behalf of the Old Boys Association, I would like to welcome the new boys and their parents to
WHPS. If you haven’t noticed already, WHPS has one of the most vibrant and relevant Old Boys
Association of any prep school in the country and, arguably, in the world. One only has to look at the
number of events that the Old Boys have either initiated or have been actively involved in with the
school.
At the end of 2018, WHPS hosted the Old Boys Big Walk. The Old Boys Big Walk raised R130 000 in
much needed funds for the Old Boys Bursary Fund. We are enormously grateful for the participation by
the boys and to their sponsors who support this event year-on-year.
The Big Walk is one of the benevolent events hosted by the School on behalf of the Old Boys. We
hope these actions communicate empathy and impart compassion and understanding for those ‘less
fortunate’ or struggling to keep their boys at the best prep school in the country.
As Old Boys, some with boys (and little girls) at the School, we are mindful of the additional financial
stress that comes with charitable contributions throughout the year. We thank you once again for your
beneficence. Your on-going participation, and contributions, to these fund-raising initiatives has
ensured that families with financial needs have received bursaries for 2019.
On the 11th February, the Old Boys and partners hosted a get together with former headmaster Patrick
Hamilton at Wilfs. It was a delightful evening and many laughs, memories, drinks and snacks were
enjoyed by all. I'd like to thank Mr Mark Whitelaw for graciously allowing the Old Boys to host this
event at the school. We'd also like to extend our thanks to Mr Neil Smith and Sam Viney for
assembling over forty people and for arranging the scrumptious grub.
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Term 2 will see the introduction of the much anticipated WHPS Directory App. This App is an
electronic “yellow pages” directory. This directory seeks to encourage the WHPS community
(parents and Old Boys) to advertise their services in the directory. This directory is specifically
targeted at a unique demographic – the WHPS Community. It is anticipated that the WHPS
Community will avail themselves of quality goods and services from these advertisers and
support the WHPS Old Boys in their fundraising activities. An email at the beginning of Term 2
will go out to the WHPS family and we encourage you to make use of this novel and somewhat
nascent technological initiative by the Old Boys.
If you have not been receiving notifications from the school, or copies of previous editions of this
Chronicle, could I please ask that you send the WHPS Old Boys Administrators, Samantha
Viney and Natasha Hauptfleisch, an e-mail: oldboys@whps.co.za .Include in your e-mail your
full names, date of birth, start and end dates at WHPS, e-mail address, work and cell phone
numbers and high school attended. Alternatively, you can update your information by visiting the
school’s website (www.whpsschool.com) and click on the “Old Boys Association” page or make
use of the following Google Form: WHPS Old Boys News/Successes/Updates
Please forward a copy of this Chronicle to any Old Boys with whom you are still in touch with
and whose current contact details we may not already have on file (kindly copy
oldboys@whps.co.za in on your email).
We would like to encourage WHPS Old Boys to follow and interact with the school on Social
Media. The School makes use of two Social Media Platforms, namely, Facebook and
Instagram.

@WaterkloofHousePrepSchool

@workhardplaystraight

Please make a note in your diary of the following upcoming events:
Class of 2014 Reunion on Friday, 24 May 2019, 17h30 for 18h00
Old Boys Day and AGM on Saturday, 25 May 2019 (Rugby vs St John’s)
Old Boys Day on the 25th May will have a slight twist this year. The Parents Association and Old Boys
will be joining forces to host a DeepRoots@WHPS festival where a number of food stalls and live music
will take place on WHPS sports fields. Festivities will start around 11am and will coincide with the WHPS
1st 15 taking on St John's. We are encouraging Old Boys and their families to attend. We would like to
thank the PA for thinking of us in their planning. I am hopeful that this event is the beginning of a number
of shared initiatives.

The Old Boys Association continues to actively contribute to the WHPS community as a whole
and strives to ensure that every WHPSian can be proud of his association with the school.
Andy Papadopulo
WHPS Old Boys Chairman
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Grade 7 Leadership Induction 2019
On 25 January our Grade 7 boys were inducted as leaders during an induction ceremony in the
Waterkloof House Theatre. Mr Whitelaw and Father Isaacs both gave inspirational messages to
our boys and we trust that they will make us proud.
Being a leader does not necessarily mean that a
person is in a position to tell others what to do.
Many of the most powerful or influential leaders in
history simply “led” themselves and through their
powerful individual choices they influenced millions
or even entire generations of people around the
world. One of the most important traits of a leader is
the ability to make decisions for yourself, being able
to stand up to peer pressure and set a personal
standard of behavior.
We are confident that our Grade 7’s will wear their
ties and badges with pride and humbly serve our
community.
Penny Wiele / Pupil Support

Grade 1 and Grade 7 Bell Ringing 2019
On Friday 25 January, the annual Grade One and Seven Bell Ringing ceremony took
place. This very special ceremony, which has become an important tradition at the
beginning of each year, was attended by parents of both the Grade Ones and
Sevens respectively.
Each Grade One boy was assigned to a Grade Seven, who assisted him with the
ringing of the bell. The boys lined up alongside their big ‘brothers’, and when they
were called forward, each Grade One reached up and rung the bell.
Bells symbolise new beginnings and for these young WHPSians, it is the beginning
of a new phase of their schooling; the beginning of their time in the ‘big school’; the
beginning of a new year with the big Grade Seven brothers. The ceremony was
touching and emotional for the parents, as for many it is the start of their son’s last
year at WHPS. For others it is the beginning of new phase of the boy’s lives.
We look forward to the boys of Grade One and Seven continuing to develop close
bonds each week during the Reading Buddy programme. We will be monitoring the
Grade Ones growth in all aspects of WHPS’ life and we look forward to the Grade
Sevens developing as leaders, big brothers and good role models. A very big thank
you to all the parents who supported their sons.
Ryan Sweetlove / Deputy Head Pupil Affairs
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Founders Day 2019

It is with great joy that the school celebrated their 96 th birthday on Friday, 1 February 2019. The
school’s birthday is actually on the 2nd of February, but WHPS is not a school known for missing
an opportunity to celebrate in style!

Friday morning started off with a hum of excitement, which was discernible by the teachers on
early morning duty. The boys were decked out, arriving in their No1’s and they looked dapper and
proud as they were led into the theatre for our annual celebratory performance and assembly.
The Grade 7’s performance of the Founder’s Day play this year was outstanding! Milan Raffa
points out that he thought Ms Gololo produced and put together an excellent play. The audience’s
highlights included the boxing, war and camping scenes! These particular scenes are actually
very serious in nature, but Ms Gololo has a clever knack of adding a certain sense of humour to
each, which made it electrifying and dramatic to watch and extremely funny! The boys were
mesmerised by the high standard of the acting and they rolled about on their seats guffawing,
when the Three River joke’s punch line was delivered.
Over and above the Grade 7’s spectacular oratory and dramatic performance, many boys were
enthralled when Mr Whitelaw took out the school’s bugle and then handed the Chairman of the
Old Boys’ Association, Mr Andy Papadopulo, Captain Ruddell’s sword. This is then traditionally
held by the oldest and youngest boys in the school to cut the school’s birthday cake. This year
this honour went to Reagile Phahlamohlaka Grade 0 and Roland Williams Grade 7 who fulfilled
their duties with aplomb.
The boys and staff then went on to celebrate their break time with brightly coloured, fluffy, moist
cupcakes and delicious birthday cake. A memorable and happy day was had by all. Christopher
Job (Grade 4) commented that he thought the whole of the Founder’s Day celebrations were just
great!
Catherine Daniels / Grade 4 Teacher
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Drinks with Patrick Hamilton

Old Boys News
Gus de Villiers was awarded the Sir Henry Strakosch internal academic scholarship. The scholarship is
awarded to the boy in each grade with the best combined mark for academic performance in Mathematics
and Science in their previous year. (Michaelhouse)

Matthew de Villiers was awarded the John W Hamilton internal scholarship. The scholarship is awarded
to the boy with the top aggregate in his grade who is not a recipient of another academic scholarship.
(Michaelhouse)

Tlogang Mosupe Class of 2013 at WHPS and Class of 2018 at St Alban’s College won the World Bank
Africa 2019 Regional #blog4Dev Youth Competition with his blog entitled “Needed for African Youth:
Courses in software and web development, and increased computer literacy”

Old Boys Memories and Updates
Colin Pearson
Years at WHPS: 1958 to 1965
Some memories: Wilf and Marion and all the school plays

Matthew Sawyer
Years at WHPS: 1998 to 2005
Some memories: Mr Waters’ impromptu water polo lessons. Grade 7 Leaver’s Dinner. Ringing the bell on
the last day of school

Franco Uys
Years at WHPS: 2007 to 2014
Some memories: Meeting some of my best mates
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Austin Markus
Years at WHPS: 1952 to 1958
Some memories: Cricket and soccer matches against other schools, especially Johannesburg schools like
Pridwin and The Ridge. We usually won!

Tristan Vermeulen
Years at WHPS: 2007 to 2014
Some memories: The sports tours were some of my best highlights; 1st XV to George and the 2nd Cricket
Tour to the Midlands.

Matthew Everitt
Years at WHPS: 1964 to 1968

Some memories: Nothing to do with school work. Tree-houses, huts, rugby .... I did love the school plays
at that time although I was never in one.

John Little
Years at WHPS: 1953 to 1960
Some memories: Friends, MacRoberts, School Plays, School Camps, Sports and so on and so on....

Robin Proctor
Years at WHPS: 1949 to 1953
Some memories: 1. Friendship with Pat Hamilton, we still meet regularly. 2. Bowling Eddy Barlow, aged
10, the pinnacle of my cricketing career. 3. Excellent teaching.

Francis Thackeray
Years at WHPS: 1958 to 1966
Some memories: My fondest memory relates in part to the fact that I was the youngest boy in the school
when I was in Grade 1 in 1958. I was jostled by the older boys so that I had to sit in the back of the class.
In that disadvantaged position, I could neither see the blackboard, nor could I hear what the teacher was
saying. She was Mrs Malan, who evidently despaired of my ability to learn anything. By the middle of the
year she was so concerned that she spoke to my parents, Dr and Mrs Thackeray. She told them that
Francis was "hopeless", and would never succeed in life. But actually, by the end of the year, there was
just a glimmer of hope that this very young boy, just five years old, was making just a little progress, to the
extent that the Headmaster, Wilfred MacRobert, awarded me the Progress Prize. I still have it. It is a
book called "The Story of Babar the Elephant", who started life struggling but later succeeded and
triumphed in various ways. I remain eternally grateful to the MacRoberts for their love, support,
encouragement and compassion. I like to think that Wilfred saw a parallel between Babar and me, Francis
Thackeray, who went on in life to become the Director of the Transvaal Museum of Natural History, and
later on the Director of the Institute for Human Evolution at Wits, dining and wining with the world's leading
palaeontologists. At heart, I am a kind of a Babar, and I wear a red bow tie as a symbol of success, just
as Babar the Elephant did when he grew up to be happy and content. WHPS is the best school of its kind
in the universe. Thanks to all who helped me in so many ways. I am happy and content to be among
fellow WHPSians who have grown up to face the challenges on this small planet called Earth. Hip Hip
Hooray !

Thabang Nteta
Years at WHPS: 2005 to 2013
Some memories: Playing sport on Saturdays
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Nic Acton
Years at WHPS: 1988 to 1995
Some memories: Too many. Loved WHPS. Some of my most notable memories include
-Ringing bell as prefect
-Conducting assembly
-Cricket practice in the nets with Mr Bryan and his old rickety ball machine
-Lining up in courtyard for assembly
-Art class
-Mr Bicard's geography class
-Saturday away sports matches

Joshua Mukheibir
Years at WHPS: 2011 to 2012
Some memories: Rock Band and my friends

John Weir
Years at WHPS: 1948 to 1955
Some memories: Making a hole in the small Std 6 thatch roof and falling through it. Then getting whipped
by Mr. Wilf MacRobert. Taking a donkey grazing on the bottom field a few blocks home and ringing the
front door bell after leaving it there for my mother to have a fit!

Dudley Aylward
Years at WHPS: 1951 to 1953
Some memories: Coca Cola Soccer final 1952. E. Barlow, P. Hamilton, Gilroy Ho King, Dudley Aylward,
Peter Olie, W. Muller, Stegman, M. Howells, M. Hall, A. Dodgeson, M Dawson. Dancing Girls at school
play; Cricket, houses in grass at bottom field, fights against guys across the road,

Putukwane Madisha
Years at WHPS: 1988 to 1995
Some memories: Bushman’s River Mouth trip. After school shenanigans with other pupils whose parents
came late to pick them up.

Joshua Harper
Years at WHPS: 2010 to 2012
Some memories: Grahamstown Tour. Leadership Programme. Maths with Mrs. T. Project Term

Richard Pentz
Years at WHPS: 1999 to 2005
Some memories: As a boarder, we got to spend a lot of time practicing and playing sport in the afternoons.
On days we were not kicking a ball or bowling in the nets, we would make our way around the school
grounds, opportunistically looking for fun activities to do.

Andrew Swart
Years at WHPS: 1952 to 1955
Some memories: Generally being understood and allowed to be myself. In adulthood I was a staff member
at WHPS
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