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From the Chairman 

Tribute to an indomitable, 

indefatigable, and         

incorrigible WHPSian  

I write this term’s chronicle 

with fond memories of one 

of our most venerable and 

long serving Honorary Old 

Boys, Mr Neil Smith. A past 

Chairman of Council and 

Councillor Emeritus, Neil passed away in April having 

served WHPS for roughly thirty-nine years. Affectionate, 

friendly and a raconteur par excellence, “Smithers” will 

always be remembered as an ardent supporter and 

consistent upholder of WHPS in all that it espouses.  

Old Boys will remember the moving speeches Mr Smith 

delivered at the opening of the newly built school      

entrance gates, or the introduction and welcome of     

Eddie Barlow on his return to WHPS. These are        

just a handful of examples where his oratorical prowess     

was prudently sought to add erudite commentary          

at auspicious occasions. More importantly, some      

would argue, were the WHPS Whoop Ups where he        

donned leotards and tights for the legendary and       

unrivalled Old Boys’ ballet ensemble. His                   

well-rehearsed and dexterous ballet performances,         

distinctly choreographed, always left audiences (in the 

words of Lewis Carroll) “chortling with delight”. On other 

occasions, Smithers could invariably be spotted in       

his snappy John-Bull wardrobe, which included a         

deerstalker tweed cap, seated at one of the high chairs 

in Wilfs enthusiastically awaiting his preferred               

single-malt whisky with water. Every ounce of his       

posture was resolute and amplified by the charismatic 

persona we all held in such high regard. He was the 

embodiment of WHPS.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Helen, 

Warwick, Kempley and Rebecca for affording the Old 

Boys the privilege of spending quality time with such a 

remarkable human being. It is quite plausible that he 

was the only Old Boy to read all the Chairman’s reports 

over the years and find the time to graciously respond 

with such heartfelt appreciation. To the indomitable,    

indefatigable, and incorrigible Mr Smith, a really “good 

egg”, we salute you. 

Our Alumnet platform, as mentioned in the previous 

chronicle article, has come to fruition. I ask that you all 

kindly register (https://whpsoldboys.alumnet.co.za/). 

The platform incorporates a directory for Old Boys and 

promotes business within the WHPS community. The 

platform acts as a directory and repository for all 

WHPSians and I urge you to recognise its potential    

in your day-to-day endeavours. A secondary           

consequence of the platform comes from the income 

derived via advertising banners - so please feel free to 

contact us for advertising opportunities.  

If you have not been receiving notifications from the 

school, or copies of previous editions of this Chronicle, 

please send an e-mail to Natasha Hauptfleisch 

(oldboys@whps.co.za). Include in your e-mail your full 

names, date of birth, start and end dates at WHPS, 

alternative e-mail addresses and cell phone numbers 

as well as the name of the high school you attended. 

Alternatively, you can update your information by    

visiting the school’s website or make use of the       

following Google Form. 

Please forward a copy of this Chronicle to any Old Boy 

with whom you are still in touch, Kindly copy in        

Natasha Hauptfleisch on your email.  

In conclusion, I invite all the WHPS Old Boys to follow 

and interact with the school on Social Media. The 

School makes use of two Social Media Platforms, 

namely, Facebook and Instagram.   

 

Andy Papadopulo 

WHPS Old Boys Chairman 

Old Boys’                        Chronicle 

https://whpsoldboys.alumnet.co.za/
mailto:oldboys@whps.co.za
https://www.whpsschool.com/whps-old-boys/
https://forms.gle/5eYdgW9ephREE6bX9


 3 

From the Headmaster 

Dear WHPS Old Boys  

As I write to you, our WHPS 

Old Boys, we have just   

welcomed our boys back to 

‘face-to-face’ learning at 

school. This follows a month 

of online learning as      

lockdown regulations called 

for our Grade 0 to 7 boys to 

be at home. 

Our online offering or WOTL programme (WHPS 

Online Teaching and Learning) has evolved extremely 

quickly. The Grade 4 to 7 boys attend lessons on 

Teams, dressed in their uniforms, and they follow their 

full timetable. Our Grade 0 to 3 boys continue to use 

the Seesaw platform which is appropriate for their age 

group. Our teachers taught from school, and we felt 

that this kept up the morale of the staff.  

Our WHPSians deserve praise for having adapted so 

well. They have proved to be resilient and embraced 

change. The boys have maintained their academic  

progress without faltering. This has been achieved   

together with extensive support from our parent body, 

and for this we are extremely grateful. Our WHPS staff 

have been simply outstanding, and I am extremely   

appreciative of their dedication and extensive efforts to 

remain connected with our children and to deliver    

superb lessons. Their exceptional service has been 

notable. They have continued to provide excellence in 

education delivery whilst putting their health at risk. At 

the last count, 34 of our staff members have contracted 

the virus, as well as a number of parents and a few 

boys. 

To our WHPS family, I say bravo! 

The Council, and Exco of the WHPS Council have  

continued their principled leadership which has        

provided our parent body with the stability required in 

any institution, especially during difficult times. The 

brave decisions made by our Chairman of Finance,     

Mr David Chamberlain, and supported by our Bursar, 

Mrs Susan Roussow and the Finance Committee, have 

enabled our school to extend payment terms for     

families who have been affected by the COVID-19  

pandemic. Their children have been able to continue 

their WHPS education whilst the economy recovers. 

These families are enormously thankful to WHPS. 

Our WHPS Old Boys Association is currently providing 

financial assistance to 23 WHPS families to the amount 

of R919 500. Thank you to our Old Boys and the      

individual donors for their support of our boys. Our 

school has produced men who have sound values and 

show support, kindness, and generosity – and this 

speaks volumes. These values are learnt at home and 

reinforced, and instilled, in the boys at school. 

To those families who have experienced illness due to 

COVID-19, we wish you a speedy recovery and a    

return to good health. Some have lost family members 

or friends, and we offer our sympathy and extend our 

condolences to you.  

In addition, I would like to express our support of the 

Old Boys who have suffered loss of property, assets 

and income due to the recent lawlessness and unrest 

that was reported to be in response to the incarceration 

of the ex-president. This tragedy in our country will 

have far-reaching consequences for our people, our 

economy, and the livelihood of all South Africans. To 

those Old Boys and their families directly affected, we 

extend our deepest compassion and support. 

We have begun planning our exciting centenary       

celebrations, and I am looking forward to seeing you at 

some of the events in 2023. We will certainly keep you 

informed of the details and dates in the next Chronicle. 

Keep well and stay safe, WHPSians. 

 

Mark Whitelaw 

Headmaster 

Old Boys’                        Chronicle 
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Scholarships 2022 

Congratulations to the following boys who have been awarded scholarships 

St Alban’s College 

Hilton College 

Merit Scholarship 

Ross Steyn 

Major Open Scholarship 

Sohail Naidoo 

Michaelhouse 

Major All-Rounder Scholarship 

Keegan Pattenden 

Closed Scholarship 

Rhys Ndlovu 

Sport Exhibition Scholarship 

Matthew Aydon 

Music Exhibition Scholarship 

Gareth Robertson 

There are no       se-

crets to success. It is 

the result of                 

preparation, hard 

work, and learning 

from failure 

- Colin Powell 

Old Boys’                        Chronicle 
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Tributes to Neil Smith 

A tribute from Patrick Hamilton (WHPS Headmaster 1981 - 1989) 

Neil Smith – so many memories in so many different spheres. Essentially, a very British gentleman,                    

unashamedly so, but at the same time an ardent supporter of all things South African.  The words I would use to 

epitomise him  - enthusiasm personified.  In everything he did, he gave one hundred and ten percent.  To him 

WHPS was  undoubtedly the finest Prep School not only in South Africa but in the world, which of course it is;  

Michaelhouse the finest senior school, which of course it is, although this might be a little hard to swallow by some 

people who went to a different school near the Howick Falls.  There was, and is, only one brand of car and many in 

the WHPS community were able to benefit from his involvement with the brand.  Neil knew more people than     

almost anyone I knew,  possibly even more than Don MacRobert, his good friend, but when with any of them, he 

always gave them his full attention. He was always full of praise, seldom critical, his glass was constantly far more 

than half full.  

I will remember him personally for his part in producing what I consider quite the best ever history book about           

a school, nothing stuffy about it and fully capturing the joy which has characterised so much of WHPS ’ 98 years.  

He was largely responsible for the best leaving present I received at the end of my time at WHPS - the cartoon      

caricature of my various activities while Head,  I loved his Port and Poetry evenings and the other social occasions 

I was part of at his and Helen’s lovely home to the east of Pretoria.  On the last occasion I was with him, sadly more 

than a year ago, he and Helen joined me in coaching rugby to a group of young American visitors, further evidence 

of his boundless enthusiasm.  

I will miss him greatly, WHPS will miss him, but not as much as Helen, Rebecca,  Warwick and Kempley will.  A 

light has gone out of all of our lives, I am grateful that it sometimes shone on me and my thoughts and prayers are 

with those who were closest to him, his family and the WHPS community, of which he was such an integral part.  

Mr Neil Smith passed away on Sunday 18 April 2021. He will be sorely missed by 

his family, friends and everyone at WHPS. 

Neil has been a true and faithful servant of our school. He loyally supported            

the boys and girls, captivated parents with his charisma and guided WHPS staff 

when asked for his well-rounded advice. Mr Smith has been a dedicated           

and enthusiastic member of the WHPS family for the past 39 years. He has 

served as the past Chairman of the Parents’ Association, an Honorary Old Boy, a       

Councillor since 1990, the past Chairman of Council (in 1992, 2003 and 2004), 

and a Councillor Emeritus until 2021.   

Always an excellent orator, Neil’s introduction and welcome of Eddie Barlow, on 

his return to WHPS, was brilliant. He was passionate about sport, especially 

‘rugger’ and cricket, and a regular in the Old Boys Ballet ensemble.   

Mr Smith held strong views and opinions on a variety of topics, and his advice on 

educational matters was valued. He attended countless WHPS events over the 

years, and yet always found time to write letters of appreciation to the school. He 

provided us with many examples of what it means to be a gentleman.  

Mr Smith’s love for WHPS and the school family was remarkable. He was passionate about WHPS and referred to 

our "precious little school" as "world class"!  

Rest in Peace, Mr Smith.  

Yours sincerely  

Mark Whitelaw            Robin Buckley                              Andy Papadopulo  

Headmaster           Chairman, WHPS Council          Chairman, Old Boys Association  

Old Boys’                        Chronicle 
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Tributes to Neil Smith 

A tribute to a true Whipsian; Neil Smith  

by Gavin Sinclair (WHPS Headmaster 1990 - 1999) 

 

For a man who never actually attended WHPS as a  

schoolboy, Neil had the most extraordinary passion 

for this “magnificent little school” as he called it, and 

his infectious enthusiasm for WHPS never waned in 

the forty-plus years of his involvement in the school. 

Amongst the many phrases he coined was the       

question “Is there life after WHPS?” 

WHPS certainly has always had a life and a vibrancy 

of its own and the memories evoked of wonderful 

G&S productions Whoop-Ups, Noel Sacke Prawn 

Braais and countless other fellowship events         

unquestionably live on in the memories of all those 

who experienced them, and I  believe Neil saw that. 

He was an extraordinary man, a faithful and loyal 

friend, deeply interested in, and concerned for, the 

welfare of every one of his large circle of friends and 

acquaintances. He would go to extreme lengths to 

lend a hand and to support those in need. 

He truly loved WHPS and the success of this school         

and the reputation it enjoys, is due in no small part to 

his contribution to it. 

Rest in Peace Neil Smith;  

“The Very Devil of a Fellow”. 

Promoter supporter indelible friend  

He was to all, right up to the end  

A stalwart of WHPS he gave of his all 

A sense of direction showed us how to stand tall 

 

Always visible, the school was like his second home  

Enthusiastically encouraging all teams with aplomb 

A leader embracing the master of fate 

He taught us all to Work Hard and Play Straight 

                                                                                                         

- Doran Herringer (WHPS Headmaster 2003 - 2009) 

Neil lived life to the full, 

and we always enjoyed 

seeing him at WHPS. 

He too was a World 

Class WHPSIAN.  

Our condolences to his 

family.  

- Bob and Carol Eedes.  

I am so sorry to hear the news of 

the death of Neil Smith. I have 

very happy memories of him.        

He used to call me Thackers and 

I used to call him Smithers.        

He  also would say on occasion 

"Well done, you old egg", which     

I regarded as a supreme           

compliment.  

- Francis Thackeray  

I’m devastated to hear this 

sad news. I will always have 

very fond memories of Neil 

and remember him as a true 

gentleman and a person who 

gave so much of himself to 

WHPS.  

RIP Neil and sending all       

my love and thoughts to his 

family.  

- Nicole Weir 

Very sad news.  

Have fond memories of 

him on the Old Boys  

Committee.  

Condolences to the family. 

- Nic Robinson  

So sorry to hear this. 

Many fond memories of 

the Smith family.  

My thoughts to all.  

- Craig Gorst-Allman 

Our sincerest condolences 

to Neil's family and friends. 

He will be missed, a true 

gentleman. Was privileged 

enough to do a Whoopup 

with him one year.     

Treasured memories. Rest 

easy dear Neil.  

- Karen Allen 

Old Boys’                        Chronicle 
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Memories & Successes... 

Never would I have thought… 

It would seem absurd that I should find myself sitting    

in front of a computer and writing this piece for the 

WHPS Chronicle. There was once a time in my life that 

I would never have thought I would find myself walking 

through the WHPS school grounds again, after I left 

way back in 2007. Even crazier that I would find myself 

as a member of staff 14 years later. 

If I look back at my time as a student at WHPS I have 

such fond memories: From running the Ludi ‘n Ludos, 

always trying, time and time, again to crack 1st place 

and always falling short. Going with the athletics team 

to Prestige in Roodepoort and running the 4x100m      

relay (with bandage-wrapped feet on the clay surface) – 

my favourite event. All my Saturdays belonging to      

fixtures, my most favourite being soccer season. 

Whether it was in Johannesburg or on our home turf, 

playing alongside friends, if I could spend the entire day 

playing sport on a Saturday, I comfortably would have 

done so, with glee.  

I had a soft spot for class time too. 13-year-old me 

would have most likely disagreed with me now, and 

would have found any excuse under the sun not to be 

in the classroom, but rather on the field, or the          

foursquare courts, foot-serving my way to King. English 

was, and is still, my favourite subject. Creative writing 

time with Mrs. Itturalde, prepared speeches in Mrs. 

Marsh’s class and ‘studying’ movies were always a 

treat. Design and Technology, Computers, Geography, 

History and Natural Science bring back fond memories, 

not for the content per se but for the teachers who 

taught them. Mr. Purchase and the ‘five stars’ (if you 

know, you know), Mr. Smith and touch rugby, Mrs. 

Buchholtz and her affinity for birds, Mr. Viljoen and      

MOHAA, Mr. Neilson and the Jalapenos, cereal        

package designs, hydraulics, house planning and         

robotics, and the sanding machine which we, as boys, 

spent too much time using instead of doing what we 

were supposed to do. Mathematics was fun too, - a big 

thanks to Mrs. T for the all the shortcuts and tricks 

which I still use today. 

All the work and effort put into the subjects by my 

teachers from  Grade 1 to Grade 7 served me very well 

through High School, University and as of late, my 

teaching.   

When I first started my Teaching degree in Port      

Elizabeth, I set a goal for myself straight away. I had to 

come back, and sow back into a school which played 

such an integral role in my upbringing. As time would 

have it, here I am, sitting, typing this piece as a         

member of the staff - On the other side of the desk in 

my classroom. 

I own no slots on the honours board and I do not boast 

any mention in any of the photos in the Lunch Hall. I 

was an average student who just loved being at 

school. Being back here as a teacher, and weirdly 

enough teaching in the same class where I was a    

student, is surreal and it might not feel real for a long 

time. My goal was to come back and teach here, and 

not to spend every waking day reminiscing on how 

things were and how special my time was. But rather 

to remind the boys of the values that the teachers,    

before my time and during my time at WHPS, have  

instilled in each boy who enters the ‘Gates to WHPS’ 

every morning.— To create intrinsic qualities among 

the boys; to appreciate their privilege in attending a 

school that is rich in history and tradition; to leave the 

gates at the end of their Grade 7 year with courage 

and integrity; to strive to do the right thing - always; to 

be passionate and proud of where they come from and 

to respect the sacrifices that brought them there in the 

first place; and to take all of that in their stride and be 

responsible WHPSians as they proudly carry our flag 

to various destinations.  

As a teacher, I now know what all this means. With the 
benefit of hindsight  and 
appreciation for those 
before me, who helped 
me carry those values  
forward once I, left 
these gates, my only 
hope is that I can        
continue the same work 
for the new generations 
of WHPSians.  

 

Ndumiso Mtshali  

Grade 4 Teacher  /  

Class of  2007 

Old Boys’                        Chronicle 
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Memories & Successes... 

Simon Miller 
Class of 2014 

Congratulations to Simon 

who was selected for the 

Junior Springboks Rugby 

Team for the international 

series against Uruguay, 

Georgia and Argentina.  
 

You can also catch       

Simon representing 

Western Province, so 

keep an eye out for him.  

Lebogang Diale 
Class of 2002 

Lebogang was featured 

in the prestigious Mail 

and Gaudian, 200 Young 

South Africans 2021, list.   

 

Taken from the M&G  

article: “Democratising 

education in South Africa 

is the task Lebogang 

Diale has set himself.  

As the cofounder and 

executive director of 

Gradesmatch, an ed-tech company using big data 

and artificial intelligence to create tools and     

technologies, Diale is helping young people and 

their families to make good decisions regarding 

their careers. His goal is to enable the journey 

from education to employment or entrepreneurship 

so young people can improve their prospects and 

realise their dreams. Diale completed a business 

science degree and followed it up with an          

engineering bachelor’s in electro-mechanical    

engineering, both from the University of Cape 

Town. He says his proudest achievement is      

seeing how Gradesmatch was able to assist       

thousands of students in 2020, and has grown 

from supporting 34 students in 2018 to more than 

7 000 three years later. He is passionate about 

solving problems that will have an impact on     

people’s lives for decades to come.”  

 

Congratulations on this marvellous achievement. 

If you would like to find our more about 

Gradesmatch, please click here to navigate to 

their website. 

Michael William Robb 
Class of 1973 

Fondly remembers Cricket matches against   

Brooklyn Primary. 

M.G. Rowell, D.L. Voges,  

C.R. Shambook, L.J. Vercueil,     

N.J. Bolton, A.A. Hofman, 

G.R. Pipe, D.L. Sherwell,  

A.C. Wolff, J.W. Voges,       

Mr. B.D. Wood, B.D. Pitout, 

M.W.Robb, J.N. Aling.  

1973 - 1st Cricket Team 

Alessandro Gricia 
Class of 2007 

Alessandro graduated with a  

Master’s degree in Bacteriology 

and Plant Pathology (with         

distinction) from the University of 

Pretoria in 2019. Currently he is 

in his third year of Industrial         

Engineering.  

Travis Dudley 
Class of 1995 

Travis Dudley shared this 
photo on the WHPS Old 
Boys Page: 

“Just found this picture 
today from 1992. I still 
have that kit bag!” 

James Ritchie 
Class of 2012 

James graduated with a 

BCom Agribusiness 

Management degree 

from the University of 

Pretoria in 2020.  

Old Boys’                        Chronicle 
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Memories & Successes... 

Michael Kumbirai 
Class of 2009 

Michael graduated with a 
degree in Economics and 
Finance from UCT at the 
end of 2020. Michael is 
currently playing rugby for 
the Cell C Sharks. 

Loren Ehlers 
Class of 2016 

Loren represented South     
Africa and was awarded a 
gold medal in the Junior        
Virtuoso Accordion Category. 
Overall he achieved 3rd  
place at the XII Italian World 
Accordion Awards 2021 

Click here to view his          
performance. 

Loren also achieved the following marks in his study 
of the Accordion at the LCM London College of     
Music University of West London: Ehlers Grade 7 
Distinction 85/100 

Neil Taylor 
Class of 1984 

Neil has been selected to represent 

NGPSA’s Production Optics team 

at the up-coming Africa Level IV 

Continental Handgun Champs, 

which will be taking place in       

Stilfontein, NW Province, from           

22 - 24 October 2021. 

Dion Chang 
Class of 2018 

Dion has recently featured in a number of media articles and online interviews. He 

is one of South Africa’s most respected trend analysts and founder of Flux Trends, 

which takes the unique view of “trends as business strategy”. 

Flux Trends specialises in identifying unexpected business opportunities within 

shifting trends, and specifically the impact of disruptive technologies – across all 

industries – ensuring that global trends have relevance when translated for African, 

and South African businesses. 

Dion is passionate about assisting companies embrace change and embedding      

a culture of innovation into corporate operating systems. As a result, he is a      

management consultant for businesses facing change and struggling to adapt to a 

new world order. He will see your blind spots and is not afraid to ask those difficult 

or uncomfortable questions. 

Recent achievements include: MEA Markets magazine has named Flux Trends as the Best Business Strategy 

Consultancy in South Africa for 2020.  

Dion is particularly proud of winning the English Brathwaite award in 1976, after his brother Malcolm won it in 

1971. 

We would love to feature YOU in the 

next Chronicle! If you would like to 

share any news with us, please         

click here to submit via google form 

or send an e-mail to: 
 

oldboys@whps.co.za 

Old Boys’                        Chronicle 
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Rohan Govind 
Class of 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memory: Break-time soccer 

with my friends. The          

Grahamstown and Botswana 

tours.  Talking soccer with     

Mr Sweetlove during English 

class. 

Memories & Successes... 

John Vlok 
Class of 2010 

For those who don't know me, I’m John Vlok a 24 year old South    

African. I currently work in Digital Marketing and Manage a               

Professional Cycling team  but my passion lies in uplifting and         

encouraging people to achieve their goals.  I have actively been 

working on outreach programme from the tender age of 6. Starting 

with a fundraiser for Wet Nose to currently volunteering at an NPO 

"Lifting Dreams Soweto" on a weekly basis. Since then I have always 

had a passion of helping  people around me with my full capability. I 

have found over the years that I am at my happiest when the people 

around me are having a good time and smiling.  

I found out about Angels of East Africa through a close friend of mine 

who shares my passion for kids and helping others. So when I found 

out about the 3-week outreach programme to Uganda I jumped at the 

opportunity  

Should you wish to make contact with John Vlok and find out how 

you can get involved please make contact with him via the AlumNet 

Network. 
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Class of 1963 

Memory: Tony remembers time 

spent in the library, making huts at 

the edge of the playing fields, end 

of term films, and the tuck shop.  

Our paths may change 

as life goes along but the 

bond between friends 

remain ever strong. 

s in Business Administration from the GIBS Business School (Gordon Institute of Business Sci-
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Tony Peake 
Class of 1963 

Memory: Tony remembers time 

spent in the library, making huts at 

the edge of the playing fields, end 

of term films, and the tuck shop.  

Tumisho Masha 
Class of 1988 

Tumisho, renowned actor,    
married Chantel Wagner at a  
special ceremony in                  
Hartebeespoort in May.       
Wishing you many happy years! 

 

Kingsley Maloka 
Class of 1991 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kingsley received his Master’s 
in Business Administration from 
the GIBS Business School 
(Gordon Institute of Business 
Science). Congratulations.  
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News From 

Latir (Class of 2016) and 

Tshego (Class of 2017)      

participated in the South       

African Society of Music 

Teachers (SASMT) Music     

Eisteddfod and achieved the 

following excellent results: 

 

Latir Grey-Johnson (Form 5) 

(Saxophone)   

- 1 Gold ++, 1 Gold + & 1 Gold 

Certificate 

 

Tshego Mosupye (Form 4) 

(Piano)                          

- 1 Silver Certificate 

St Alban’s College 
Neo Pono (Class of 2017) participated in the    

Charleston International Music Competition, at the 

beginning of April 2021. This is an online music 

competition based in Charleston, South Carolina, 

USA. This competition 

strives to discover talented 

musicians of all ages and 

nationalities and rewards 

their efforts with prizes and 

recognition.  

Congratulations to Neo who 

came second, based on his 

performance in the Cello 

Category Ages 15 to 16, in 

the 2021 Spring Music 

Competition. 

* The “News From” section of the Chronicle is compiled based on the information received from the various schools, parents and the boys themselves. 
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Charl Barnard (Class of 2018) 

and Connor Smulders (Class of 

2017) participated in the US Kids 

Golf event at Copperleaf.  

Charl won the event with a               

5 under par 67. Based on           

their    recent performances, he             

qualified for the World Teen                 

Championships at Pinehurst in the 

USA. 

 

Connor placed 5th with a 

score of 79. Well done boys! 

Half Colours  

Martin Vosloo - Clubs and Societies 

Francois Janse van Rensburg - Basketball and Scholarship  

Brett McLachlan - Cricket and Hockey  

Reece Jackson - Cricket  

Latir Grey-Johnson - Hockey  

Aviwe Mafunga - Clubs and Societies 

Guido Sarli - Clubs and Societies 

Christopher Aydon - Junior Scholarship  

Jasveer Pillay - Junior Scholarship  

Dillon Farrell - Scholarship  

Krisjan Kirstein - Scholarship  

Nikhil Pather - Scholarship  

Mark Clifford - Scholarship  

Neo Pono - Music Performance  
 

Full Colours  

Nikhil Pather - Squash  

Latir Grey-Johnson - Music Performance  

Yaaseen Mohanlall - Hockey  

Anthony Gutter - Clubs and Societies and Scholarship  

Neo Mogashoa - Clubs and Societies  

Max Stern - Scholarship  

Caleb Bediako - Music Performance  
 

Honours  

Brett McLachlan - Squash  

 Please keep us updated of any 

achievements at your School by        

sending an e-mail to: 

Oldboys@whps.co.za 
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News From 

Hilton College 

Luke Zondagh (Class 
of  2017) was awarded 
the History prize as well 
as Half Colours (80-84% 
average). 

 

Pretoria Boys High 

Christopher Bagnall 
(Class of 2017) was      
selected for the SA        
National Men’s Golf 
Squad.  

Christopher, who plays out 
of State Mines, got his 
year off to a fine start with 
a tie for 12th in the          

Nomads Coastal event at Selborne and a tie for 
third in the Nomads Inland event at ERPM Golf 
Club. He has risen to 10th in the Junior Rankings. 
Congratulations Christopher! 

Congratulations to 
Wian Liebenberg 
(Class of 2018) who 
has been selected for 
KZN Inland u/16A 
Hockey team. 

Michaelhouse 

Luke Marks (Class of 2020) who 
was awarded one the open     
scholarships to Michaelhouse last 
year, has achieved third place 
overall for his grade in the second 
quarter of 2021.  

Gus de Villiers (Class of 2016) 
placed second overall in the Grade 
12 academic order at the end of the 
first term. 

Gus scored 39 runs in a match they 
won against St Alban’s College.  

Alex Vermeulen (Class of 2016) 
has been announced as the first 
XV captain and put in some 
strong performances on the   
cricket field at the end of the first 
term taking 4/48 and scoring 30* 
in the first XI’s one wicket win 
over St Alban’s.  

Jack Stewart (Class of 
2018) was awarded the Life 
Orientation prize, the          
Advanced Programme 
Mathematics prize as well 
as the History prize. 

Old Boys’                        Chronicle 
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MANDELA DAY 

“Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world.” - Nelson Mandela 

We are experiencing challenging times as we are in the third wave of the pandemic and many people 

in our country have been badly affected by the recent looting and violence in certain parts of our        

country. The WHPS community stood together and even though the boys were learning online, they 

carried out their 67-minute activities from home in honour of Nelson Mandela.  

It was most uplifting to see the videos and photographs of the various activities that each grade           

participated in, to reach out to those in need and spread a feeling of hope in our community. 

The following activities were carried out by each grade: 

Thank you to each one of you for making this world a better place through reaching out to others and      

carrying out acts of kindness. 

 

Delaille Sass 

HOD Junior Prep 

Whippets - Made a thank you card for their help-

ers at home and they collected educational toys 

for the Smile Foundation. 

Grade 0 - Created a Jar of Hope which is a     

nutritious meal in a jar.  

Grade 1 - Donated nappies to The Rock - A place 

of safety for babies. The boys did chores at home 

to earn money to buy the nappies. 

Grade 2 - Wrote thank you letters to the cleaning 

staff and kitchen staff at WHPS. 

Grade 3 - Made Eco Bricks to be used in our 

WHPS veggie garden. 

Grade 4 - Made up a Blessing Box containing 

dried fruit, sanitiser, tea bags, biscuits, soap, and 

bottled water. 

Grade 5L - Collected magazines for Homes for 

the Aged. 

Grade 5W – Wrote a thank you letter to the local 

police/fire brigade, and baked cake/muffins for 

them. 

Grade 6 - Wrote thank you letters to front line 

workers at LCM. 

Grade 7 - Made Jars of Hope for a local charity. 

“We must use time wisely and forever realize that the time 

is always ripe to do right.” - Nelson Mandela 

Old Boys’                        Chronicle 
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READATHON 

On Wednesday 21 July, WHPS hosted the biannual Readathon. 

This is a sponsored event in which the boys endeavour to read as 

many pages as they can in an hour. All boys in Grades 1-7 are 

involved. Our Grade 1 and 2 boys have a sponsored reading       

session not linked to the number of pages read.  

This year, we were faced with the challenge of a ‘virtual’        

Readathon. On the morning of the event, our inboxes were flooded 

with images of boys reading in the most peculiar places - Boys 

reading in washing machines, boys on rooftops and boys in           

chicken coops. It seems no place was off limits as our WHPSians 

rose to the challenge of ‘reading in the most unique spaces’.  

After each Readathon we donate a portion of the proceeds to      

purchase books for the library of our partner school, Bathokwa 

Primary School. This year, the balance of the money collected 

from the Readathon will be put towards the Old Boys Bursary 

Fund. The Old Boys Bursary Fund is assisting our parents who 

have required financial support because of the effect of Covid-19 

on the economy. The success of this year’s Readathon is thanks 

to our current parent body. Families have personally made       

sizeable donations, and were eager to make even bigger             

contributions where possible since money raised would be helping 

the immediate WHPS community. 

Stephanie Georgiadis 

Librarian 

Old Boys’                        Chronicle 
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GRADE 1 & 7 BELL RINGING 
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From the Editor 

Time… Time is a funny thing…Moments in life feel fleeting, some drag 

on, for what seems, forever. At the end of another term, we ask          

ourselves again. Where has the time gone?  

Boys who started the year shy or unsure of themselves are happy and 

bubbling, and we are very thankful to our teachers for their hard work. 

We were so excited to welcome the boys back on Monday, 26 July   

after their time of learning online. Please click here to enjoy the        

welcome back clip from the teachers. 

The POPI Act has come into effect, and with it some head scratching and growing pains. 

We are busy dotting the i’s and crossing the t’s. If you have any questions, concerns or even 

suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

We would like to, assure Old Boys that all of your details held by the school will only be for 

school-related use. A copy of our Privacy Policy is available on our Website. We have 

moved the database over to AlumNet to easily facilitate the following:  

1. Old Boys can log into their profiles and update their details as needed. 

2. You can select your preferred channel of communication. You can, for instance, select 

to receive only e-mails, and then filter which type of information you are interested in.  

3. If you choose to list yourself on the Network, other Old Boys will be able to send you a 

direct message - your e-mail address is not visible. This way you can safely build     

business connections or reconnect with old friends  

4. Announcements will be shared on the homepage. These range from Throwback        

Thursdays, History of the school and Event Reminders.  

5. Invitations to the events and reunions will be sent out via the e-mail function. Please 

make sure to check that your e-mail subscription is correct, so you do not miss out on       

important information. 

6. Select the area / country you are residing in, to assist our planning for events such as 

the UK Reunion.  

7. Congratulations SMS on your birthday. 

I would like to especially thank those who have assisted in putting me in touch with fellow 

Old Boys. It is special to reconnect with Old Boys. Some of the records of the class groups 

are incomplete. On average 40% - 60% of each year group from 1923 to 2020 have        

incomplete details. If you are able to put us in contact with even just one fellow Old Boy it 

will be of great help. 

If you would like to manually update your details or submit any Old Boys’ achievements and 

news, please send an e-mail to oldboys@whps.co.za. (Please click here to submit your 

memories via Google form). As always, should you require assistance with registering on 

AlumNet, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

If you have not done so, please follow and connect with us on our Social Media platforms. 

All links are listed on the right-hand side of this page.  

We hope to see you at WHPS soon! 

Work Hard, Play Straight 

Natasha Hauptfleisch 

WHPS Old Boys Administrator 

WHPS  

@workhardplaystraight 

@WaterkloofHousePrepSchool 

www.whpsschool.com 

WHPS          
Old Boys 

Closed Group 

School Website -            
Old Boys page 

WHPS Old Boys  

Online Portal 
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